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Curriculum implementation in Early Years

We believe that in Early Years children learn best through play and through experiential learning in an enabling 
environment. We deliver the Foundation Stage curriculum, which includes the prime areas of:
• Communication and Language
• Physical Development
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

We believe that areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Children are taught and supported 
in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are also strengthened and applied:
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the world
• Expressive arts and design

In Reception we operate a blend of daily small group intensive phonics and numeracy inputs lead by Teachers/Teaching 
Assistants and child initiated learning in the form of ‘free flow’ between a range of stimulating learning activities. Free 
flow operates between adjoining Reception classrooms and out onto a stimulating, well equipped outdoor learning area. 
We follow a creative, play and discovery based curriculum. We are strong advocates of a child’s right to play, and as such 
delight in observing and challenging children to grow as independent, motivated and critical thinkers. Some activities are 
completely child initiated, enabling the children to choose their own resources and toys to engage in play and learning; 
some activities are adult guided or led, including phonics and reading sessions, teaching new knowledge or skills and 
some activities will have a balance of child initiation and adult support or guidance.

September 2019

We believe that all children and young people have the right to a broad, balanced, motivating and relevant curriculum. 
Our aim is to inspire our learners, igniting their individual passions through our broad curriculum offer and enabling them 
to excel and enjoy their learning. We aim to assist them to build a knowledge and skills base which will equip them for 
future study at all educational phases, enabling them to become responsible, engaged and caring members of society 
and ultimately preparing them for the work place. Our aspirations are ambitious for all our learners, including those with 
SEND and those who may be disadvantaged. 

We understand the value of a thorough grounding in English and Mathematics and in developing high order literacy and 
numeracy skills. However, we also believe every learner has the right to a varied and enabling curriculum and should have 
access to a vibrant extra-curricular programme. We believe that the curricular and extra-curricular offer at our schools 
should help to build children/ young people’s cultural capital. This aspect of our curriculum intent can take many forms 
but includes: enrichment programmes, trips and visits, sporting enrichment, deep learning days, the opportunity to 
participant in and appreciate the Arts, democratic participation and the development of oracy skills. The trust’s academies 
and free schools deliver the full National Curriculum. In addition to a wide range of taught subjects and topics, all schools 
promote British Values, healthy and safe lifestyles and develop learners’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding.
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Year 1 Paws, Claws and 
Whiskers

The Enchanted 
Wood

Bright lights, Big 
City

Dinosaur Planet Superheroes

Year 2 Towers, Tunnels 
and Turrets

Muck, Mess and 
Mixtures

The Scented 
Garden

Land ahoy! Wriggle and Crawl

Year 3 Predator Heroes and Villains Tremors Scrumdiddly-
umptious

Tribal Tales

Year 4 Blue Abyss Potions Road Trip USA Burps, Bottoms 
and Bile

Traders and 
Raiders

Year 5 Off with her head Stargazers Pharaohs Allotment Scream Machine

Year 6 Blood Heart A child’s war Frozen Kingdom Tomorrow’s World Revolution

At Key Stage 1

We are committed to making learning engaging and fun. Naturally, we have a strong emphasis on literacy and numeracy, 
but also achieve curriculum breadth in primary years by following the Cornerstones Curriculum , as our preferred 
approach to primary curriculum change. All learners in Y1-6 spend part of their time focused on thematic learning around 
an over-arching topic. The topics/ projects are then the vehicle for content delivery across the full range of subjects. 
What have been particularly pleasing (from our experiences at Hampton College) are the opportunities for extended and 
creative writing provided by the topics and the degree of learner independence and resilience which are fostered by this 
approach.

We feel this scheme is stimulating, contributes to building a wide knowledge base amongst learners and ensures high 
levels of pupil engagement. We have chosen to cover five topics a year, which allows teachers and year teams to audit and 
address any knowledge/skills gaps and ensure learners are equipped to progress to the next school year.

Each stage of the Cornerstones Curriculum provides opportunities for children to learn and respond in a variety of ways, 
keeping projects flexible and enabling staff to tailor provision to children’s interests and needs. Cornerstones covers most 
of the foundation subjects and links to literacy and Mathematics development. We also have themed weeks during the 
year to ensure all elements of the National Curriculum are covered. We intend to follow the same approach at Hampton 
Lakes Primary School, as learners move into KS1 and KS2.

Daily phonics inputs are maintained throughout KS1. Children have English and Maths work every day throughout their 
primary years, in a variety of both discreet and topic based contexts.

At Key Stage 2

At KS2 we continue our use of the thematic Cornerstones Curriculum. This approach is maintained right through to the 
end of Year 6, ensuring that learners’ experiences remain broad and balanced and are not unduly constricted by the 
demands of national testing.

Sample overview of Cornerstones topics:

Cornerstones Curriculum 

At Key Stage 3

We have always offered a full three year KS3 programme at our schools, enabling learners to keep their options as broad 
as possible ahead of the GCSE choices made during Year 9. The vast majority of teaching is provided by expert specialist 
teachers at KS3 and beyond. In addition to the core subjects of Mathematics, Science and English, learners experience 
a wide range of subjects at KS3, including: Music, Art, Drama/Dance, Physical Education, History, Geography, Religious 
Education, Personal Development, French and/or German and a range of Technology subjects. Art, Music and Drama or 
Dance receive an hour a week throughout KS3 in all Trust schools. 

During KS3, students will have 25 taught subject hours per week. They are timetabled over a two week period with the 
following approximate allocation of subject hours over those two weeks:



At Key Stage 4

In KS4 students continue to access 25 taught hours a week timetabled over two weeks. All students study English, Maths, 
Science, Physical Education and Personal Development (incorporating Citizenship, PHSE, RE and Careers advice), plus four 
subjects from our options block.

The following curriculum model shows the typical * time allocations per subject:

National Curriculum Foundation Subjects*: typical allocations per fortnight

Tech PE *MFL Drama/
Dance

Music RE History Geography Art PD

Year 7 4 (8%) 4 (8%) 6 (12%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 3 (6%) 3 (6%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%)

Year 8 4 (8%) 4 (8%) 6 (12%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 3 (6%) 3 (6%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%)

Year 9 4 (8%) 4 (8%) 6 (12%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 3 (6%) 3 (6%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%)

Subject English Maths Science PE Personal 
Development

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4

Hours per fortnight 8 8 8 4 2 5 5 5 5

% taught time 16% 16% 16% 8% 4% 10% 10% 10% 10%

*Students study French or German in year seven and year eight. Some students then study both languages in year nine;
most continue with one throughout the key stage. The exact MFL delivery pattern may vary slightly across the trust.

* See individual school curriculum plans, as loadings may vary slightly

* See individual school curriculum plans, as loadings may vary slightly.
Most students will follow timetables which match the above and work towards nine GCSEs. However, we strongly
believe that students are entitled to access options which match their needs and interests so far as this is practicable to
deliver within our schools’ resources. A small number of students who require additional support may work towards a 
smaller number of accreditations, as appropriate.

The choice of KS4 subjects is made during Year 9, as part of a structured, informed process. Account is taken of student 
and parent voice. We believe that students go on to do well if they are actively involved in the decision making 
processes about their education and are motivated about their choice of subjects.

We also support accreditation in home languages, where available.

Sample KS4 options choices:

Option A Option B Option C Option D

Computer Science Art Geography Computer Science

Geography BTEC Business BTEC Business BTEC Business

History BTEC PC History Media Studies

Sociology Drama Drama Sciology

Triple Science French French Product Design

German History Sociology Art

Music Food Tech Triple Science Travel & Tourism

GCSE Business Geography Textiles BTEC PE

Food Tech Media Studies Re History

Product Design IT GCSE PE

English Maths Science ICT

Year 7 6 (12%) 6 (12%) 6 (12%) 2 (4%)

Year 8 6 (12%) 6 (12%) 6 (12%) 2 (4%)

Year 9 6 (12%) 6 (12%) 6 (12%) 2 (4%)

National Curriculum Core Subjects*: typical allocations per fortnight
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English Baccalaureate (E-Bacc)

We place a high value on the English Baccalaureate subjects, and where appropriate we guide students towards studying 
Geography/ History and one MFL, in addition to our compulsory core subjects at Key Stage 4. Our curriculum and options 
system ensure that the full E-bacc suite is available to all students.

However, we recognise that this pathway may not be appropriate for all learners. Whilst we acknowledge the 
government’s target for the majority of learners to follow an E-bacc Pathway by 2023, we do not feel it is desirable to 
compel young people in their choices, nor do we wish to stop individual learners pursuing their interests in areas such as 
the Arts, Design Technology, the wider Humanities or through Technical/Vocational pathways.

At Key Stage 5

We aim for our Post 16 curriculum provision to be both aspirational and inclusive. By sharing facilities and staff across 
Hampton College and Hampton Gardens School we are developing a wide range of courses, appropriate to our students’ 
needs and interests. Joint working also ensures that we can balance economic viability with our desire to offer a wide 
breadth of subjects.

The curriculum is planned to ensure that every Sixth Form student has access to a flexible and personalised package 
of courses, support and experiences, designed to meet their individual needs and aspirations. In order to achieve this, 
the joint Sixth Form at Hampton Academies Trust provides A-Level, Level 3 BTEC (equivalent to A-Level) and Level 2 
(equivalent to GCSE) qualifications, with each student following the pathway most appropriate for them. The courses we 
currently offer are listed below and are at A level unless indicated otherwise.

• Art and Design
• Biology
• Business Studies (A-Level and Level

3 BTEC, Level 2 course in Finance)
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Design Technology (Product Design,

Textiles, Food Technology)
• Drama and Theatre Studies

• Economics
• English Language/Literature
• English Literature
• French
• Further Maths
• Geography
• German
• Health and Social Care (Level 3 BTEC,

Level 2 BTEC)

• History
• IT (Level 3 BTEC, Level 2 BTEC)
• Maths
• Physical Education
• Physics
• Psychology
• RE
• Sociology
• Science (Level 3 BTEC)

Students choose a bespoke combination of subjects, but which generally fit within one of four pathways:

• A level pathway
• Combined A level/ BTEC pathway

• BTEC level 3 pathway
• BTEC level 2 pathway

In addition, the Sixth Form provides a range of extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities for students and offers a 
comprehensive support package to aid students progress to theirnchosen Post 18 destination.



6

• Bespoke provision for children not ready to access KS1 when they reach Y1 (Red Rockets provision at Hampton College)
• A creative, thematic primary curriculum
• Generalist/Specialist teaching blends at upper KS2
• Year 5 Deep Learning Day – delivered by subject specialists
• Cross-phase curriculum planning (KS2 into KS3)
• Nurture provision in Year 7 at Hampton College. A small group of learners have a thematic curriculum, with intensive

literacy and numeracy support

• At Hampton College, a dedicated cultural capital and vocabulary building lesson per fortnight in Yr 7 and Yr 8 in English
classes

• A programme of themed deep learning days Y7-Y13, when the regular timetable is collapsed
• An annual enrichment week for Years 7-9 in July
• Work Shadowing opportunities in Years 10 & 12
• A pilot of bespoke nurture and NEET prevention work with vulnerable students at KS4 ( The Bridge at Hampton College)

• Development of a joint Sixth Form across Hampton College and Hampton Gardens School

CURRICULUM IMPACT

The Facilitating Subjects/Informed Choices

To ensure that our most able students can progress to leading universities we always offer the subjects which had 
previously been termed the facilitating subjects (English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, French, 
German, History and Geography). However, we note and agree with the Russell’s Groups most recent (2019) position 
statement, that able students should not have their A level choices unduly constrained and that there are many 
combinations of facilitating subjects and other subjects which would provide a firm basis for undergraduate study (an 
approach now termed Informed Choices by the Russell Group).

   CURRICULUM INNOVATION

We work hard to meet the needs of our students and aim to tailor the curriculum and pedagogical approaches to support 
specific learners. Recent examples from across the trust of innovative approaches to the curriculum and its delivery have 
been:

Individual trust schools and local governing bodies evaluate the effectiveness of their provision in detail each year. 
However, headline evidence of curriculum impact across the Trust includes:

• Consistently high proportions of children reaching a good level of development (GLD) at the end of EYFS
• Phonics screening rates above national average
• KS1, KS2 and KS4 attainment usually at or above national and well above local averages
• Progress at KS2 and KS4 typically in the average band
• KS5 attainment at national average and KS5 progress typically strong
• Exceptional success rates at Post 16 for GCSE resits in Maths and English
• Good school attendance rates at all educational phases
• Low levels of NEET at Post 16
• High progression rates to Higher Education at KS5 and success at Russell Group entry
• Growing progression to Apprenticeships and technical pathways at 18
• Strong provision for learners with SEND
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