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Issue 9 

15 February 2019 

HEAD OF SCHOOL’S NEWS  

Welcome to our February Newsletter which, again, is packed full of student events and activities, 
sporting successes and achievements. Every day I am inspired by the efforts and attitude of our stu-
dents and the dedication of staff who enable them to reach their potential.  
 
This half term has seen us welcome three new members of staff to the team. Miss Ennin-Mensah has 
joined us as Head of Music and already increased the extra-curricular opportunities available for the 
students at lunchtimes. Mrs L Pope is our new student receptionist who is now the first point of con-
tact for parental enquires regarding any student concerns and finally Mrs K Lilley who has joined the administration team to 
help with the extra workload that adding a new year group has generated. I would like to thank all three for the fantastic start 
that they have made to their careers at Hampton Gardens. 
 
We are already looking ahead to next year and have been busy recruiting additional members of staff to cope with the expan-
sion of the school. I am very pleased to announce that we have been able to recruit seven new teachers for the planned ex-
pansion of the curriculum. Next half term will see us looking to appoint a new Assistant Head of School, which will be the final 
piece of the jigsaw regarding teaching appointments. In all of these interviews, students have been involved in a number of 
different ways, either observing assemblies, taking part in student panel interviews, conducting tours or as part of lesson ob-
servations. In all these activities, the candidates have commented on how amazing the students have been and how proud 
they are of their school. I would like to take this opportunity to publically thank all students who have helped me over the last 
four weeks; they are a real credit to themselves, their families and the school. 
 
We see uniform as one essential strand in raising standards and expectations and look forward to seeing our young people 
dressed accordingly. As part of our continual drive to maintain high standards, I would once again like to request your full sup-
port as parents/carers. In particular, I would ask that students wear their Hampton Gardens uniform with pride at all times, 
both in school and on the journey to and from school. Students should continue to wear their blazers, with shirts/fully 
buttoned and tucked in to their waistband, with ties attached correctly at the collar. Shoes should be able to be polished as 
black leather, with no canvas material or trainers permitted. Students are reminded that only plain outdoor coats are per-
mitted, to be removed in the building. Hooded tops or other sporting type jackets do not form part of our uniform policy and 
students are therefore not permitted to wear them. Those items may be confiscated for parents to collect, if worn.  
 
As you will be aware, we are determined to secure an outstanding future for the school. We have the very highest expecta-
tions of all the staff and students, and it is my intention to keep high standards in every area as a priority, helping all students 
to achieve their full potential. I am very pleased with the progress that our students are making, but for some there is always 
room for improvement.  Grade cards for all Year groups, are a means to summarising performance to date during each term  
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throughout the school year. I would encourage you to spend some time looking over and discussing the information con-
tained on the grade card, regarding targets, academic progress, and attitude to learning, with your child. It is important that 
both you and your child are fully aware of their progress to date and of any areas in which they may need to direct their atten-
tion to during the summer term. If you would like any further information or support regarding your child’s progress, I would 
ask you to contact their Head of Year in the first instance. 
 
We are always looking for ways to inspire our students and help them to be thinking about next steps in their learning and 
career aspirations. Next year the current Year 8s will be deciding which subjects they want to take for their GCSE options. We 
know that our parents are employed in a vast range of jobs and we are exploring the possibility of using some of you to give 
talks about what you do and what qualifications you need to be successful. It is envisaged that these talks will be to a small 
group of students around 30/40 lasting around 30 minutes. If you would be interested in getting involved please contact en-
quiries@hamptongardens.org.uk to express an interest.  
 
Can I take this opportunity to wish everyone a very relaxing and enjoyable half term holiday. Finally, a quick note to all our 
fantastic students, well done on everything you have achieved this year, be proud of your successes and look to continue this 
for the remainder of the school year.  
 
Sincere best wishes to you all. 
Mr A H Greenwood 

Head of School 

 

Modelling a Waterfall 

Some Year 8 classes were busy this term applying their 
knowledge of the formation of a waterfall to a full scale model. 
  
This was planned beforehand and everyone brought in some 
materials to create a waterfall. 
 
Students worked in groups to create the structure in a timed 
challenge of just 50 minutes. It was fun, noisy and messy! 
 
The results were graded and evaluated against success criteria. 
 
The winning model is shown in the photograph: 
 
Great design 
imaginative design 
accurate with features fully labelled. 
 
Well done. 

National Spelling Bee Competition 
 
This half-term has seen Year 7 pupils compete in the second round of the National Spelling Bee 
Competition. Students had 100 words which they needed to know and be able to spell in Ger-
man and they had a minute to spell as many as they could. Students have been working hard to 
learn the words and this week ten students across all forms went head-to-head to see who the 
best 3 "spellers" in the year were. The MFL department are so proud of every student in the 
year as they have all been involved in the competition, but a special mention to Alistair (A1), 
Abigail (A1), Sergio (A3), Leo (A3), Natasha (A3), Ella (B1), Jose (B1), Marcel (B2), Coner (B2), 
Micah (B2). The Round 2 winners who go through to the Regional Final to compete against all 
schools across the Eastern area are Abigail, Leo and Ella. A huge well done from the MFL de-
partment.  

mailto:enquiries@hamptongardens.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@hamptongardens.org.uk
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HAMPTON GARDENS NEWS 

Mobile Phones in School 

As you may have noticed in the press over recent days there has been much discussion about banning mo-
bile phones in school.  I thought it was an opportune time to remind parents and students of our policy 
here at Hampton Gardens. 
 
We appreciate that students who come to school independently may wish to have a phone on them in 
case of any issues on their way in to or from school.  However we insist that as soon as students enter school that phones are 
switched off and put in their bags for the rest of the day.  Phones should not be used at all on the school site.  If a student 
does get their phone out in school it will be confiscated and handed to Student Services for safe-keeping.  If this is repeated 
we will contact a parent to arrange collection of the phone. 
 
We understand that plans can change or things crop up that mean parents and their children may need to be in contact dur-
ing the school day.  If this is the case we ask that students or parents contact Student Reception, Student Services or Main 
Reception. 
 
The lack of mobiles and therefore social media is a huge benefit to the atmosphere around the school.  Students don ’t always 
realise it but they do benefit from time away from their screen and watching them chat and interact at social times is lovely 
and great for their personal skills. We are also seeing a far lower incident of such things as inappropriate photographs being 
taken and shared, and incidents of bullying via social media. 

News from the Music Department 

Congratulations to all our students who have just completed their one-minute-long 
musical performances. For many, the idea of getting up in front of the class and per-
forming a musical item was daunting and scary however, the vast majority of students 
boldly took this crucial step towards building confidence and resilience as well as im-
proving their presentation skills. 

 
Seeing so many students just get up and play and demonstrating such a positive attitude through it all has been quite impres-
sive. So now, to  build upon all that success, students have been set another music challenge and have two months to com-
plete it. They must choose their favourite piece of music and attempt to learn it on any instrument they choose. To do this, 
they must first decide the level of difficulty they wish to attempt. Using either simplified notes in letters, conventional music 
notation or online video tutorials, they must learn their piece and see how far they can get in two months. 
 
At the end of the term students can share their favourite pieces of music with one another but instead of merely saying the 
title of the piece, students will play what they’ve managed to learn. There will be awards given to those who show effort both 
in the preparation and presentation of their piece. 
 
Students are reminded they can practise in school by booking a practise room/space at breaktime on Mondays, lunchtimes on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and after school on Mondays through to Thursdays. Although this is an independent 
learning task students should not hesitate to speak to Miss Ennin-Mensah if they need any help. 
 
Good luck to all in this next music challenge and well done for your efforts in the previous one. 

Year 7 Dance Theatre Trip 
 
55 students attended the Dance trip to the Cambridge Arts Thea-
tre to see Aladdin. We had brilliant seats in the stalls and were 
able to review; the stage setting, technical skills, costume and 
props and performance skills. There was a fun audience partici-
pation activity where Rebecca was selected to go on stage and 
sing with the audience. 
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There is no doubting that Mental Health has become much more widely talked about in recent years.  As a result, like many 
other schools, we are finding both students and parents looking for sources of help and support.  We are always happy to 
listen and help in whatever way we can but I thought it would be useful to share with you some sources of support that are 
available.  Some are aimed at both parents and students, some specifically at students.  
 
Time to Talk Day - 7 Feb 2019 
 
Time to Talk Day encourages everyone to talk about mental health.  Our sixth form Health and Social Care students, led by 
Mrs Carter, are keen to develop this as an idea and are working Peer support systems to give students who may feel like 
they need to talk the opportunity to do so.   
 
Keep Your Head   
 
https://www.keep-your-head.com/cyp   
  
A Cambridgeshire and Peterborough service that brings together good reliable up-to-date information on mental health and 
well-being for children and parents 
 
Young Persons Counselling Service  
 
https://ypcs.uk/about-us 
 
Is based in Yaxley but offers services throughout this area.  They accept referrals from parents and students themselves.   
 
Kooth   
 
https://kooth.com/  
 
Kooth, from XenZone, is an online counselling and emotional well-being platform for children and young people, accessible 
through mobile, tablet and desktop and free at the point of use. 
 
CHUMS  
 
http://chums.uk.com/  
 
CHUMS Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing Service for Children and Young People provides therapeutic support in a vari-
ety of ways.  CHUMS has developed a unique service delivery model to ensure that children and young people are able to 
access a service that supports their individual needs. 
 
Anna Freud 
 
The Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families is a children’s mental health charity with over 60 years’ experi-
ence of caring for young minds.  It has numerous resources for both parents and children. 
 
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/ aimed at students and is written by young people. 

https://www.keep-your-head.com/cyp
https://ypcs.uk/about-us
https://kooth.com/
http://chums.uk.com/
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/
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NEWS FROM ACHIEVEMENT SUPPORT 

SEN Information Report Survey 

What is the SEN Information Report? 
 
The SEN Information Report puts a school’s SEND and Inclusion policy into practice. The school must include ‘arrangements 
for the admission of disabled children, the steps being taken to prevent disabled children from being treated less favourably 
than others, the facilities provided to enable access to the school for disabled children, the steps being taken and their acces-
sibility plan showing how they plan to improve access progressively over time.’ (NASEN, 2014) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peterborough’s Local Offer website details what must be included in the SEN Information Report. 
 
The SEN Information Report must be updated annually. This year, the Achievement Support Department have collected the 
views of students, parents and staff to ensure that not only is the information relevant but also that it is easily accessible to 
everyone. 
 
The views of the parents of children with SEN and all staff were collected via an online survey. 10 parents and 10 staff contrib-
uted to the following: 
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NEWS FROM ACHIEVEMENT SUPPORT 

When asked ‘What else would you like to see included on the SEN Information Report?’ two responses linked to extra-
curricular clubs, one suggesting to provide ‘definition of terms or abbreviations used that parents may not be aware of’. 
 
A question was also asked about the Achievement Support section of the school’s website. The feedback was informative and 
we hope to continue to make it accessible and interactive to both parents and the students at Hampton Gardens.  
 
What next? 
 

 The SEN Information Report has been updated with visual accompaniments in order to increase its accessibility 
 

 The SEN Information Report can be translated if requested 
 

 The Peterborough Local Offer is promoted visually on the school website – this is the best place to find out more infor-
mation on what support is available outside of school 

 

 There is now a staff section on the Achievement Support section of the website 
 

 Miss Bullough (SENCo) and the Teaching Assistants are meeting to review the extra-curricular clubs, including how we can 
share this information on the school website 

AUTISM AWARENESS WEEK 

1 – 7 APRIL 2019 

Miss Bullough will be leading year group assemblies for Autism Awareness Week. We feel it is important to collect the views 
of the students at Hampton Gardens who have a diagnosis of ASD to ensure these assemblies capture their experiences of 
living with the condition sensitively and respectfully. 
 

 
 
Students are invited to work with Miss Bullough on creating these assemblies over the next few weeks. If you as parents also 
wish to discuss how having ASD affects life outside of school, feel free to email your responses to 
 sen@hamptongardens.org.uk 

mailto:sen@hamptongardens.org.uk
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ATTENDANCE LEAGUE TABLE 
 
5 September 2018 to 15 February 2019 

Attendance  

Tutor Group Attendance % 

7-AMH 96.93 

7-BCA 95.73 

7-HAC 96.93 

7-HAW 95.58 

7-JAE 96.40 

7-JAS 96.42 

7-PBT 96.74 

8-ALW 90.54 

8-ELL 97.61 

8-GMT 92.80 

8-JAL 95.55 

8-MJD 91.40 

8-SAM 95.94 

Congratulations to Mrs Larsen 

and her form for leading the 

way in the “Attendance 

League” 



 8 

H
am

p
to

n
 G

ar
d

en
s 

POSITIVE POINTS LEAGUE TABLE 
 
5 September 2018 to 14 February 2019 

Tutor Group Positive Points 

7-AMH 3502 

7-BCA 3468 

7-HAC 3614 

7-HAW 3708 

7-JAE 4126 

7-JAS 3044 

7-PBT 4956 

8-ALW 2884 

8-ELL 4490 

8-GMT 2872 

8-JAL 3094 

8-MJD 4592 

8-SAM 3418 

Congratulations to Mr Tank 

and his form for leading the 

way in the “Positive Point 

League” 
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Cross County success! 
 
Excellent success at the County Schools Cross Country 
this half term, an outstanding achievement to qualify 
for this round in December with Year 8s competing 
against Year 9s too! Well done to Year 8 students Lewis 
who placed 18th and Claudia who placed 36th. Congratulations to Calleigh the only 
Year 7 student to qualify, she placed 24th overall.   

Year 8A 

Vs TPS A 8-18 loss Manager’s player: Ella  Players’ player: Claudia    

Year 8B 

Vs COPA 12-3 win Manager’s player: Lily  Players’ player: Dami  

Vs Jack Hunt 12-4 win Manager’s player: Emily  Players’ player: Mirella 

Year 7A 

Vs TPS A 5-8  Manager’s player: Freya  Players’ player: Olivia P 

Netball News  

Girls Football  
 
U13 league - Vs Hinchingbrooke School 0-1 loss       
 
It was a really tight game, the girls worked so hard throughout; they were always positive 
and encouraging with each other - a fantastic example of the school! 
 
 
Players’ Players: Claudia & Olivia  Manager’s Player: Carlin  Oppositions’ Player: Ella  
 
 
Tournament at Nene Park  
 
Twelve schools attended and we made it to the semi-finals against Iqra Academy.  It was a tough match with both teams 
fighting for every ball ending at 0-0 and therefore penalties.  Unfortunately we lost but the girls were fantastic in team spirit 
throughout! 
 
Players’ Player – Jamella Year 8  Manager’s Player – Olivia Year 7      
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Girls Rugby  

Twenty Year 7 & Year 8 girls completed a six week rug-

by training programme working with Northampton 

Saints this half term. Students have built upon their 

confidence, performance and knowledge of the game. 

The coach was particularly impressed with the stu-

dents’ resilience and creativity.  We look to forward 

working with them next year!  

Girls Cricket - led by Cricket East  

Thank you to Cricket East and their funding to provide girls with 

the opportunity to participate in indoor cricket training this half 

term. Eighteen students engaged in the programme and are 

looking forward to their first friendly fixture and tournament in 

March. Students developed their batting, bowling and fielding 

skills which were new experiences to some students. Congratu-

lation to Lacey Year 8 and Nell Year 7 for being selected as Cap-

tain and Vice-Captain. Good Luck girls!    

U13 Handball  

Vs Kings Girls loss 
 
A competitive game but the girls didn’t give up and fought to the end.  
 
Players’ Player: Kumba  Manager’s Player: Molly.  
 
Vs Kings Boys  loss (in extra time) 
 
A tense game with the boys put up a strong fight leading the whole game until drawing in 
the last minute. Brilliant goals from Finn, Gabe and Matty, unfortunately they then lost in 
extra time.  
 
Players’ Player: Finlay  Manager’s Player: Gabriel 

Red Cross Charity Dance & Music show - Please support us! 

A big well done to the dancers in Year 7 & Year 8 - fantastic dedication and com-

mitment attending lunch time rehearsals to prepare for our  showcase perfor-

mance in the Dance and Music Show on Tuesday 2 April at 6pm. Tickets, at a cost 

of £3 per person, are available to purchase online via Wisepay.   

Cheerleading 
Congratulations to Suzanna, Molly & Zara who have been voted in as Captains for the Cheerlead-
ing Squad! Students have been rehearsing pompom choreography and stunts at lunchtimes in 
preparation for their showcase and first performance in the Red Cross Charity Dance and Music 
show on 2 April. 
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Varsity Table Tennis  
 
A total of thirty two students from the Hampton area 
attended the Table Tennis Varsity on Thursday 7 Febru-
ary. A highly competitive tournament resulted in a 5-3 
win for Hampton College. Special mention to James for 
winning the Year 8 Boys Cup Competition, Luke, Year 7 
Boys Plate Winner and Lilia, Year 7 Girls Runner Up.  

Year 8 Sports Hall Athletics  
 
A team of fifteen students attended the Sports Hall Athletics Competition which com-
prised of seven schools from the local area. The students competed extremely well and 
produced some fantastic performances.  A special mention to Dhruv for winning the 
standing long jump with an astonishing 2.35m and to Toby as the runner up in the stand-
ing triple jump. Overall team results, boys 4th, girls 7th.  

Year 7 Indoor Athletics 
A fantastic effort from the Year 7 Indoor Athletics Team.  Students competed against sev-
en other schools and girls placed 4th and boys placed 5th. A big well done to Harry - 1st 
sprinting, Rebecca  – 2nd sprinting, Ella and Calleigh – 2nd in long distance and Owen  - 2nd 
in long distance.  

Year 7  
The boys have played one fixture in their league to date, losing narrowly to Jack Hunt School 
by 3 goals to 2. A special mention to Luke who captained the side, scoring both goals for 
Hampton Gardens. The remaining fixtures will be played after half term against St John Fish-
er and Queen Katherine Academy. 
 
7-a-side Tournament  
Hampton Gardens finished top of their group with a 2-0 and 3-1 win over St John Fisher and 
COPA. They qualified for the quarter finals and narrowly lost out to a very strong Nene Park 
Academy side. Well done to all those who took part. A special mention to Luke for scoring 5 
goals for the school.  

Year 8 National Cup  
Hampton Gardens progressed through the initial rounds of the National Cup with ease, notably winning their first round tie 9-
1 and beating Neale Wade 11-0 in the second round. The boys qualified for the last 32 of the country by beating Kings 
School Grantham on penalties with Jake making a crucial save in sudden death to take the win. Unfortunately, their winning 
run was ended by Northampton School for boys, losing 8-1, to a highly impressive side who finished runners up in the compe-
tition last year. This is an incredible achievement for the boys; with 532 schools entering the competition across the nation, 
they have certainly put Hampton Gardens 'on the map.'  
 
Manager’s Player: Finn   Players’ player James S. 
 
Year 8 9-aside tournament 
Hampton Gardens Year 8 boys retained their 9-aside title by winning the tournament for the 2nd year running. With two new 
recruits Rodi and Leo, as well as front-man James out for injury, the boys had to quickly adapt to their new structure. The semi
-final resulted in penalties, with Archie scoring the final spot kick vs COPA to send the boys through. Hampton Gardens beat 
Sir Harry Smith in the final 2-0 and were crowned winners once again.  
 
Manager’s Player: Lewis,  Players’ player: Tyler 

Football News 
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PE Department Clubs—Spring Term 2 

SPOTLIGHT ON …   

Lewis, Year 8 
 
Lewis started running about 5 years ago with his dad.  He started doing the Park Run, realised he 
enjoyed it and was quite good at it so joined the Peterborough Athletics Club. 
 
He trains four times a week, and runs cross country competitions in the winter months and track 
events in the summer. 
 
His favourite distance is 5km.  Not many races are this far at his age though so he is looking for-
ward to when he gets older and can run further. 
 
Lewis is really proud to have been chosen to run for the county three times and would love to get 
to the English schools competition next year. 
 
Lewis recently ran in the next stage of the Schools Cross Country competition competing against Year 8s and Year 9s and came 
41st in Anglia.   Well done Lewis!  
 
#beinspired 

If you have a gift or talent you would like to share please let Miss Mead know.   
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Monday 18 to Friday 22 February 2019 Half Term 

Friday 5 April 2019 Spring Term closes 

Tuesday 23 April 2019 Summer Term opens 

Monday 6 May 2019 May Day Bank Holiday 

Monday 27 to Friday 31 May 2019 Half Term 

Friday 19 July 2019 1.00pm - Summer Term closes 

Monday 25 February 2019 The Great Big Dance Off Competition 

Wednesday 27 February 2019 Girls Football Tournament 

Tuesday 5 March 2019 Cricket Competition 

Tuesday 26 March 2019 Year 8 Girls HPV Lunchtime Drop in session with Immunisation 
Nurse 

Wednesday 27 March 2019 Year 7 & Year 8 Trampoline Competition 

Thursday 28 March 2019 Year 8 Geography Trip to the North Norfolk Coast - Hunstanton 

Tuesday 2 April 2019 Dance and Music Show 

Wednesday 3 April 2019 Y8 Girls HPV Immunisations 

TERM DATES - 2019 


