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Dear Parents and Carers 

Thank you for your amazing support this half term. This has been new territory for us all and we 
really appreciate the trust you have placed in us at this very challenging time for everyone. 

Having operated according to our risk assessments this half term, we have been pleased with how 
things have gone, given the unprecedented circumstances. However, it is only fair to emphasise 
the incredible hard work it takes to manage having hundreds of children and young people in 
school every day. As I said at the start of term, daily routines, such as lunchtimes, have become 
military operations.  

How to inform us of a positive Covid-19 test during the half term holiday 

We very much hope that you do not need to use this line of communication. However, we thought 
that it was important that you have a way of getting hold of the school if your child tests positive 
for Covid-19 during the holiday. To advise us of this please email in to: 

positivetest@hamptonacademiestrust.org.uk 

This email address will be checked each day. You would need to ensure you include your child’s 
name, school and year group. 

This email address is for the sole purpose of advising us of your child testing positive for Covid-19. 
To inform us of absence, illness or self-isolation, please do so via the normal channels from Monday 
2 November. 

Opening of the new Hampton Lakes Primary School building 

It is great to be able to share some much needed good news! In the midst of a very busy term, we 
were delighted to have finally moved into our fantastic new building. Congratulations to Miss Trigg 
and her team for ensuring such a seamless transition to the new building, where operations 
commenced on Monday 5 October. Huge thanks are also due to Mr Jones and the team at Hampton 
College Primary, who hosted the Reception and Year one children on their site until the move was 
possible. We were also supported by Peterborough City Council and Vivacity, who allowed us to 
use some of the space in the Sports Centre as temporary classrooms during September. 
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Face-coverings 

As we shared with you this week, students in Year 7 and above will be required to wear a face-
covering in indoor communal areas of the school from Monday 2 November. This change has been 
made in light of the public health situation and following advice from Peterborough City Council.  

We also ask that adults entering our school receptions or coming into the building for a pre-
arranged appointment wear a face-covering, and we strongly encourage parents waiting outside 
the schools at the start and end of the day to do so too. 

Virtual Parents Evenings 

One of our adjustments to the current situation has been the introduction of virtual parents’ 
evenings. Parents and teachers of Year 13 and Year 7 at Hampton College have been the first to 
have online appointments through a system called School Cloud. In order to be able to access 
these appointments parents/ carers need a device with a microphone and camera, such as a tablet 
or smart phone. Your child’s school will contact you before a scheduled parents evening with 
instructions about how to register for and join the event. 

We have also replaced a number of open evening events with virtual open evenings. Please see 
the school websites of Hampton College and Hampton Gardens Schools for information about 
joining Year 7 or Year 12 in September 2021. Whilst we know this cannot replace the in-person 
human touch, we hope that you will find the information helpful. I thoroughly recommend you 
view the short films each school has made.  

Next half term there will be similar virtual events for Hampton College Primary and Hampton 
Lakes Primary School for parents interested in applying for a place for their child in Reception 
for September 2021.  

Extra-curricular offer and educational visits 

As you will be aware, we have paused much of our extra-curricular offer and programme of visits, 
in order to concentrate on core business, while we are still functioning in emergency mode. The 
national situation would suggest that we will not be in a position to resume some of this activity 
in the medium term. However, colleagues have worked hard to ensure that where certain 
experiences are essential for learning, we facilitate them in a Covid secure way. An example of 
this was the recent Hampton College Geography field work which took place in Peterborough city 
centre, which was a necessary element for the students’ A Level work. 

We really miss this aspect of our work and look forward to more normal times when a full 
programme can be resumed.   

A special word for our amazing staff 

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to the staff who work at our schools. It is testament to their 
determination and professionalism that your child’s experience of school has been a positive one 
this half term, as close to normal school as possible. Many staff are working in new and challenging 
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ways. They have risen to the challenges with amazing spirit and are delivering the near impossible 
on a daily basis. 

As we have seen with the NHS, recognition of the work carried out in difficult circumstances can 
go a long way in supporting morale. If your child has benefited from the input of our staff members, 
it would be amazing if you were to feed that back. Thank yous make a massive difference and are 
very appreciated! 

Wishing you all a restful and restorative half term break. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Helen Price  
Executive Headteacher 
 

 

 

 


