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Dear Parent/Carer 

Year 10 Examinations: Monday 10 May 2021 

I am writing to you to inform you that Year 10 exams will start the week commencing 10 

May 2021.  Exams are an important part of the learning process as they allow both teachers 

and students to see where their strengths are and, more importantly, what topics or areas 

need to be targeted by individuals and classes.  It is tempting for teenagers to think that 

these exams aren’t the real ones so don’t matter and not to bother working for them.  The 

content for the GCSEs is such that it is not possible to leave all revision to the last minute 

prior to the ‘real’ exams.  By encouraging students to work hard for these exams and take 

on board all of the feedback and support teachers provide will really help them in their 

journey towards successful KS4 outcomes.  One of the few upsides of the last year is the 

improvement in students’ ability to work independently, something teachers often find 

frustrating. 

Timetable 

We are in the process of finalising an exam timetable and I hope to get this to you and 

students by the end of this week.  Each student will receive his or her personalised timetable 

via his or her tutor, the week beginning Monday 3 May. This will include their seat number 

for each exam.  

The Year 10 exams will be run as if they are the real GCSE exams so that students can get 

used to the expectations and routines involved is sitting external exams.  During this period 

the school day will run as normal and when students are not completing exams they will be 

in their normal timetabled lessons.  The procedures will be communicated to students 

nearer the time so they understand the routines of where they should be when and the strict 

guidelines we have to follow as an Exam Centre. 

Equipment  

Equipment should be brought into each examination in a clear plastic bag or clear pencil 

case.  Students must have the required equipment for each exam and ensure they write 

clearly in black ink (biro, ball-point pen, fountain pen etc.)  Please note that no equipment 

will be lent out. 

Please make sure that calculators have nothing stored in the memory and calculator lids 

should be removed and stored in bags.   

Glasses cases cannot be taken into the exam room so should be left in school bags. 



 

 

Students are able to take a water bottle into the exam hall but it must be clear and with no 

writing at all.  Labels on water bottles must also be removed prior to entering the room.  

No food is allowed in the exam hall at all. 

Coats and bags are prohibited in the examination room and we advise students to leave 

them in the allocated room on their way into the exam. We strongly advise students not to 

bring any valuables, electronic equipment or mobile phones to school. The school takes no 

responsibility for the safety of these whilst students are in exams. 

Mobile Phones/web-enabled devices/smart watches/wrist watches 

Mobile phones, smartwatches and any other web-enabled devices are prohibited in 

examinations. It is best to leave non web-enabled wrist watches in bags, but in case students 

need their own (non-smart) watch for time management, these must be removed and placed 

on the desk. 

Behaviour 

We expect Hampton Gardens’ students to treat exams seriously and in the same way as the 

GCSE exams. 

There are a few main guidelines that must be adhered to: 

 Exam conditions apply from the moment students enter the exam room and until 

they have left the room.  This means that there must be no communication at all, 

including non-verbal. 

 Students must not ask for help or give help to other students while they are in the 

examination room. If a student has an issue they should raise their hand and wait 

for an invigilator to come to them. 

 Students causing disruption and failing to adhere to the rules will be removed from 

the exam and their parents/carers contacted.   

Access Arrangements 

Access arrangements for students who qualify will be in place as agreed.  If you have any 

queries concerning access arrangements please email sen@hamptongardens.org.uk. 

Results 

Exam results will be given out in lessons as teachers have marked them. Students will be 

given the opportunity for feedback, to analyse their results and to highlight areas for 

improvement.  The Year 10 Grade Card will contain exam results as well as a teacher 

predicted grade for the end of Year 11 and will be sent home the week beginning 17 June 

2021. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the forthcoming examinations, please 

contact the Year 10 Pastoral Team at the school via the normal channels. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
Sharon Gilligan 
Deputy Head of School 
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