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Dear Parent/ Carer, 

 

As we approach the Christmas holidays, I wanted to get back in touch about the Covid-19 situation 

and how that impacts upon us in school now and at the start of term in January 2022.  

 

What to do if your child tests positive for Covid-19 during the Christmas holidays 

If your child tests positive for Covid-19 on a lateral flow device during the holidays, please book a 

PCR test for them. If they then go on to test positive on the PCR test, please log this on the 

electronic form on your school’s website. We will collate these responses and log them for our 

records in the New Year. 

 

If your child tests positive on a PCR test it is very important to engage with NHS Test and Trace 

straight away. You should make them aware of any close contacts, so that they can arrange to 

have a PCR test too. As this is a fast moving situation, and guidance may change in the meantime, 

please follow the advice issued by the NHS at the time of the PCR result.  

 

Continuing with the lateral flow testing  

Please continue to support us by ensuring that your child tests twice a week on the lateral flow 

devices supplied by your school, including throughout the holiday. It is particularly important to 

test on the day before your child is due to come in to have their in-school Covid-19 test.   

 

Covid-19 testing in school in January 

Pupils in years 7-13 will be given a time and day for their in-school Covid-19 test, ahead of their 

return to school. To minimise disruption, all students will be tested on either Wednesday 5 January 

or Thursday 6 January 2022 and return to school the next day. Your child’s school will confirm 

with you the arrangements for your child’s year group. 

 

Vaccination programme 

The school vaccination service visits for children aged 12-15 have now happened at both Hampton 

Gardens and Hampton College. If your child missed their slot at school, and they are aged 12 or 

above, you can still book through the national online system, to get them immunised at a local 

NHS vaccination venue. 

 

The local and national situation 

As you are aware, Peterborough has been operating as an Enhanced Response Area for Covid-19 

for some weeks. This designation has been extended until the end of December. Given the national 

situation in relation to the Omicron variant, we think it is likely that additional measures will 

remain in place when we return to school in the New Year. However, we will write to parents and 
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carers at the start of term, to share any updated public health guidance to schools. Students 

should bring a face covering when returning for their Covid-19 tests and for the start of term.   

 

Currently, we are planning to be operating in January as we are now: i.e. as close to normal school 

as we can. However, should there be any change to the guidance issued to schools over the holiday 

period, we will communicate that to you on 4 January, ahead of the students’ return. We would 

only communicate before this date if there is a major announcement about schools. 

 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas. Thank you for your unstinting support 

throughout another challenging year. Wishing you all a happy New Year and a more normal 2022.   

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Dr Helen Price        
Executive Headteacher  


