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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Firstly, I hope you all managed to have a relaxing Christmas holiday and were able to spend 
much needed time with family and friends. 
 
I thought that with the latest mock exams being completed it would be a good time for me 
to provide you with subject-specific information regarding directed course amendments and 
specific support measures Hampton Gardens Science Department will be implementing 
between now and the examinations in the summer. 
 
Changes to the assessment process 
 
As a starting point, I’d like to highlight the changes that AQA have formally announced about 
all their GCSE science courses, and how Hampton Gardens Science Department have 
responded: 
 

1. “Practicals can be taught by teacher demonstrations or simulations.” 
 
We all recognise that learning is deeper when students undertake practical tasks 
themselves, so we will continue to support learning by giving students as many 
opportunities to partake in practical tasks as possible. Required practical tasks will 
be supported by teacher videos where required. 
 

2. “Revised equation sheet.”  
 
All students used this in their physics mock exam in November, so they should be 
aware of it (speak to your teacher if not). Reduced focus on learning the equations, 
but an increased focus in using the equations correctly! 
 

3. “Advance information will be provided for all examined components for both 
Foundation and higher tiers, which will provide a list of topics from the specification 
that will form the focus of the assessment on each paper” 
 

 Assessment of practical skills, mathematics skills and working scientifically skills will 
still occur throughout all papers as usual. Students will also still be expected to apply 
their knowledge to unfamiliar contexts. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

4. The advanced information will be available to us by AQA “by 7 February 2022, or 
sooner if the pandemic worsens.”  
 
All of our teaching and revision sessions will then immediately reflect this shift in 
content focus.  

 
Post mock-exam support  
 
The mock exams that were just completed represented a formal assessment of science 
topics that were taught right from the start of the GCSE course in Year 9 and throughout 
Year 10. This obviously represents the section of the course that has been most affected by 
both students and teachers being out of the classroom and also being restricted regarding 
practical tasks even when we were in school. 
 
Analysis of the examination papers has highlighted some clear gaps in fundamental 
knowledge of these early topics. To that end, I wanted to outline the support mechanisms 
we have available at Hampton Gardens. Wednesdays will now be a dedicated “Science 
Support Day”. This will offer support in two contrasting ways: 
 

1. Wednesday lunchtime drop in sessions  
 
This aim of this session is to have the chance to have direct contact with a science 
teacher who can answer the niggling questions students may have. The discussion 
aims to be open and fluid, allowing for any student an extra point of contact if 
needed. 
 

2. Wednesday twilight sessions 3:45pm-4:45pm on Teams 
 
To support students in improving understanding in the fundamental topics in paper 
1, live lessons will take place after school on Teams. These sessions will be more 
rigid in content (a detailed breakdown will be passed on to students in the coming 
days) and will try to provide support by both increasing knowledge but also provide 
guidance on effective examination responses too. Running this on Teams means that 
there is no limit on numbers, sessions can be recorded and reviewed and students 
have time to get home to do it too! 
 

3. Providing bulk discount for purchases of further support materials 
(workbooks/revision guides). 
 
I am in discussions with Publishers for us to be able to provide large discounts for 
revision guides and workbooks. (I will provide further details about this on available 
options in a separate communication.) 
 

All the support highlighted above is in addition to the teaching taking place in classrooms, 
where students will be encouraged to regularly review learning from previous topics. 
Students will also attempt regular multiple choice quick tests in lessons and for home 
learning, as well as regularly being assigned tasks using our two online platforms, Century 
and Edcuake- both of which also allow students to revise and assess themselves any science 
lesson content, whenever they wish to!  
 



 

 

Students will be undertaking further mock examination practice on paper two topics in 
March (more details to follow) so getting into the habit of regularly reviewing and testing 
themselves early will give any student the best chance to shine! 
 
I hope this provides some clarity as to the current and future course situation, as well as 
highlight directly the ways students can access support in these final crucial months. I hope 
all students find this support useful. 
 
Please contact me directly if you have any further questions. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr J Leach 
Head of Science 
 

mailto:jleach@hamptongardens.org.uk

