
Year 8 Assessment Planner  and Advice  

for  Parents and Students 

2021 – 2022 

“Parental engagement is a powerful  lever for raising 

achievement in schools. Where parents and teachers 

work together to improve learning, the gains in 

achievement are significant.”   

(Department for Education) 



“What can we do to help?” 
We are delighted that parents want to help their students prepare for assessments and tests. It is important to note that 

revision is not the only way that you can support your student in succeeding at school. Children ages 6 to 13 need about 9 

to 11 hours of sleep. (According to the National Sleep Foundation.) Research shows that sleep regulates mood and is related 

to learning and memory functions. Another way in which parents can support their child is by encouraging them to make 

healthy lifestyle choices.  It is important that all students get into good revision habits from the start. They should focus on 

doing a little and often and always try to make it active.  

Here are some active revision tips you could try with your students: 

Revise spellings and key words: 

Revising spellings and key words 

with them makes a big differ-

ence.  Make sure they know 

what they mean. Get your stu-

dent to tell you what words they 

are using a lot in each subject. 

Flash cards. Create a flash 

cards using the information 

in your student’s exercise 

books and test them on key 

knowledge such as dates, 

names and word meanings. 

Mind mapping / information posters 

Are a great way to get your student to 

review topics. The students should use 

their exercise books and condense 

down their notes (please see example 

on how to mind map on the next page).  

Once the student has completed the 

mind map they can either put up on 

their wall or see if they can draw it again 

from memory.  

Talk to them:  The best way to get 

your students to revise, (without them 

even knowing) is to ask them what 

they are learning and ask them to 

explain it to you.  

Concept webs: Take a 

piece of plain paper and  

create a  circle of key 

words, phrases, dates/ 

terms. Then the student 

draws on and labels as 

many links as possible cre-

ating something that looks 

like a web of ideas. 
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Concept web: 1066 

Edward The Confessor 

Harald Hardrada William Duke of Normandy 

Oath/ promised 

Harold Godwinson 

Tostig 

Senlac Hill 

The Witan 

Stanford Bridge 

Hint: Think about Luck, Preparations and Leader-

ship 

Local support 



What will we cover this year? 

Students in Year 8 will look at the broad theme of ‘Identity’. Within this topic, students will have the opportunity to learn about a 
range of artists and art works, as well as interact with a variety of materials, processes and techniques.  

The course content is divided to fall within the three school terms:  

 Term 1 is focused on a ‘Food’ Project. Within this project students will encounter a range of different artists who deal with 
food as their chosen subjects. Concentrating on junk food, students will learn about and work with the concept of what foods 
we chose to put in our bodies. Students will realise a 2D still life piece, leading on to the development of a brand new food 
product, which will be created as a soft sculpture.   

 In term 2, students will encounter the topic of ‘Portraiture’. Within this project students will look at portraiture post and pre 
20th century, looking into reasons for portraits. Looking at a range of famous works and artists, students will learn about the 
ratio, dimensions and proportions of the face, practicing achieving accuracy in their 2D work. In addition, students will consid-
er our inner and outer identities. Pupils will record their identities in an expressive 2D drawing piece as their final piece. This 
will further develop into  

 Term 3 is a ’Non-European Art’ project, whereby students will look at and consider art from a range of different cultures. Stu-
dents will look in detail at the Mexican celebration of the Day of the Dead, which will see the realisation of a Day of the Dead 
sugar skull.  Secondly, students will look at African art, focusing on the celebration of different cultures,  leading on to the en-
quiry of the award winning  production The Lion King. During this part of the project, students will work collaboratively to cre-
ate cardboard costume masks and props.  

Subject: Art and Design 

Date: Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

September—October 

Food Project: 

 Artist analysis  

 Still life drawing  

 Still life painting 

Practical responses 

Written evaluations 

Encourage and support your child in their personal development 
of visual artistic skill and expression.  

 

Encourage your child to record (photograph and draw) images 
relevant to current projects.  

 

Encourage your child to utilise literacy map worksheets to assist 
with literacy development in Art.  

 

Encourage your child to attend extra-curricular Art clubs, if your 
child requires assistance with homework, catching up or for fur-
ther enjoyment.  

 

If there is ever a concern, please contact the teacher directly so 
that they can discuss the issues with you. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

November—December 

Food Project: 

 Designing a new food item  

 Making a 3-dimensional soft sculp-
ture. 

Written research 

Practical experiments 

January—February  

Portrait project: 

 Artist analysis 

 Drawing the portrait—ratio, propor-
tions.  

Practical final piece 

Written evaluation 

February—April 

Portrait/evolution project: 

 Artist analysis 

 Metamorphism  

Written research 

Practical experiments 

April—May  

Non European art: 

 Artist analysis 

 Skull designs 

 3D skull making  

Practical planning 

Written annotation 

May—July  

 Artist analysis 

 Mask and prop designs 

 Prop productions—cardboard  

Practical final piece 

Written evaluation 



Subject: Art and Design cont. 

Apr-May 

Architecture: the East meets Hampton. Compar-

ing traditional Eastern and British architecture/

Architects.  

Written research 

Practical experi-

ments 

Encourage your child to draw the buildings that they can see from outside 

their window. Look at how these buildings compare with traditional Eastern 

architectural buildings—How are they similar? How are they different? 

May-Jun 

Architecture: the East meets Hampton. Experi-

menting with 3D materials and techniques to  

gain insight into  sculpture  and construction. 

Practical planning 

Written annota-

tion 

If your household does not use the internet, encourage your child to attend 

Art Club on either a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday lunch time, in order 

for them to conduct their research into finding Eastern patterns for their 

own 3D final architectural piece. 

July 

Architecture: The East meets Hampton. Se-

lecting preferred and meaningful patterns and 

techniques to create an architectural piece for  

the school. 

Practical final 

piece 

Written evalua-

tion 

The homework for the next project will also be set for over the Summer 

holidays— drawing their own self portraits.    



Subject: Computing and ICT 

What will we cover this year?  

 Students will cover 6 different topics in year 8, one each half term. The topics will strengthen the students’ skills in IT, Com-

puter Science and computational thinking. Students and will build on the skills gained in year 7. Students will maintain an 

eportfolio, which will be their digital class book. Topics covered will include an HTML; Spreadsheets; Vector Drawing; Ab-

straction, Decomposition, and Algorithmic Thinking; Relational Databases; Python Programming. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help? 

Sep – Oct 
  
HTML. Students will learn what 
HTML code is and how to manip-
ulate file extensions. They will 
use these skills to build a web-
site using Hypertext Markup Lan-
guage. 

Short answer 

knowledge recall and 

multiple-choice 

questions. 

  

Encourage students to logon to Teams, access their eportfolios, 
and classwork to show you the work they have completed. Allow 
them to show you how they can build and view a website in 
HTML. Encourage students to research additional HTML tags and 
see if they can add them in a website, they build at home inde-
pendently. Students will have access to knowledge organizer, 
and parents should encourage students to learn the key terms 
from this resource. 

Nov – Dec 

Spreadsheets. Students will learn 
to format and present information 
in Excel. They will learn data valida-
tion, selection statements using if, 
as well as VLookup for managing 
lists. 

Short answer 

knowledge recall and 

multiple-choice 

questions. 

  

Encourage students to logon to Teams, access their eportfolios, 
and classwork to show you the work they have completed. Allow 
them to show you how they can build and manipulate data with-
in a spreadsheet using formula. Students will have access to 
knowledge organizer, and parents should encourage students to 
learn the key terms from this resource. 

Jan – Feb 

Vector Drawing. Students will learn 
the difference between bitmap and 
vector images and their purposes. 
Students will create a healthy eating 
logo as a vector graphic. 

Exam style written 
assessment. 

Encourage students to use their eportfolios to revise. Students 
will have been given knowledge organisers that will help them 
recognise key terms and ideas for the units covered. Parents can 
test their child’s knowledge recall with the knowledge organis-
ers. Encourage students to create flash cards and mind maps of 
what they have learned in Computing as a revision aid. 

Mar – Apr 

Abstraction, Decomposition, 
and Algorithmic Thinking. Stu-
dents will learn Boolean logic, 
logic gates and truth tables. 

Short answer 
knowledge recall 
and multiple-choice 
questions. 

Encourage students to use BBC Bitesize to learn more about Ab-
straction, Decomposition, and Algorithmic Thinking. En-
courage students to learn the key terms in their knowledge 
organizer for this unit. 

May – June 

Databases. Students will be intro-
duced to databases. They will learn 
how the key term terms differ from 
spreadsheets. They will create a flat 
database and learn how to extrapo-
late data from that file using queries 
and forms. 

Short answer 

knowledge recall 

and multiple-choice 

questions. 

Encourage students to use BBC Bitesize to learn more about Da-
tabases. Encourage students to learn the key terms in their 
knowledge organizer for this unit. 

Jun - Jul: 

Python. Students will learn to write 

code in this high-level language. 

They will learn to manipulate text, 

create inputs and outputs as well as 

selection, and iteration. 

End of year Exam. Encourage students to use their eportfolios to revise. Students 
will have been given knowledge organisers that will help them 
recognise key terms and ideas for the units covered. Parents can 
test their child’s knowledge recall with the knowledge organis-
ers. Encourage students to create flash cards and mind maps of 
what they have learned in Computing as a revision aid. 



Subject: Drama 

In year 8 students continue to focus on Creating, Performing and Responding and develop their range of skills through the 
medium of drama. Students develop their creative talents further, perform with greater confidence and refine their life-long 
social skills such as cooperation and communication. Building on Year 7, students continue to develop an understanding of 
the origins and contexts of drama and the theatre and start to gain a greater understanding of the key skills required for 
success in GCSE Drama. Students will respond through discussion and exploration to more challenging themes and issues, 
developing clear opinions and dispelling misconceptions. 

Date/Assessment topic Assessment Key Knowledge: 

 Autumn One/Commedia dell’arte 
Lesson Five 

Understand the stock characters of 
Commedia, create and perform a 
Lazzi routine. 

 Students will understand the stock characters 
in Commedia dell’arte.  Students will be able to ap-

ply knowledge gained from the practical workshops, 

performing with exaggerated expressions and ges-

ture. 

 Autumn One/Melodrama 

Final week 

 Developing a character and exag-

gerating a key trait 

 Students will be able to recognise the similarities 

between Commedia dell’arte and Melodrama, in 

relation to stock characters, exaggeration of expres-

sion and gesture in performance. 

 Autumn Two/Harrington Grange  Use of ritual/symbol in a devised 

performance 

 Students will understand the significance of sym-

bols and symbolic action and be able to apply this in 

a short performance. 

 Spring/Study of Text ‘Our Day Out’ 

by Willy Russell 

Lesson 1/2 

  

Lesson 7 

 Scene extract 

  

  

  

Write and perform a monologue 

 Students will be able to devise action in response 

to a given scene from the play, developing key char-

acters and interactions. 

 

Students will respond to a key scene in the play and 

write their own monologue for their choice of a key 

character. 

 Summer One /Relationships: Lucy’s 

Diary 

Lesson 3 

  

  

Lesson 7 

  

  

Develop and perform a stylised sce-

ne 

  

Explore mood/atmosphere across 

scenes 

  

  

Students will use a range of dramatic techniques to 

devise and perform a stylised scene. 

Through discussion and using a range of rehearsal 

techniques, students will develop a response in per-

formance focusing on mood and atmosphere. 

 Summer Two/Hit and Run  Devise and perform a scene in re-

sponse to a given stimulus 

Students will be able to vary their vocal delivery in 

order to communicate a range of responses. Stu-

dents will understand how to vary pace in order to 

develop and build tension and reach a dramatic 

climax. 



Subject: English 

What will we cover this year? 

 Students in Year 8 will have the opportunity to interact with a variety of Literature including books, plays, poetry and other forms of non-

fiction text, whilst developing their reading and writing skills from year 7. We will start the year with a thematic unit. This will focus the Sec-

ond World War and teach students how to use contextual knowledge and other texts to help them find deeper layers of meaning and broad-

en their analysis. This will be followed by a unit of study on a short story, particularly focussing on inference and structuring an effective 

short story. Later in the year, students will also study the play Blood Brothers to help them understand the features of plays  as well as the 

influence of contextual factors on the issues discussed in the play. We will conclude the year with a non-fiction unit where students will 

practise writing persuasively and informatively. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Sept-Dec 

We will be looking at WW2 as a theme and focus-

ing on a variety of non-fiction texts as well as our 

main reader– The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. 

We will be focusing on skills such as inference and 

deduction, selecting quotations, analysing lan-

guage choices and using contextual knowledge to 

show deeper understanding of texts. 

Comparison of two 

news sources. 

 

Newspaper report. 

 

Thematic or charac-

ter based essay 

Encourage your child to research and read around World War Two to 

aid their understanding of the texts. 

The most important thing when answering an essay question is to use 

PEEL: Point, Evidence, Explain and Link. Help your student to practice 

writing PEEL paragraphs when they read at home. 

Jan-Feb 

Students will complete a media unit, focussing on 

Newspapers/ News reporting, featuring lessons 

on fake news. 

Comparison of two 

news sources. 

 

Newspaper report. 

Encourage your child to read short stories. Many great short stories 

are free online. 

 

Encourage students to look at newspapers and watch news pro-

grammes to spot language choices. 

Feb– April 

We will use one of Roald Dahl’s short stories to 

develop our investigative skills and make judge-

ments about characters. We will focus on writing 

a short story, which follows story mountain. 

Monologue writing 

Extract based essay 

Encourage your child to read short stories. Many great short stories 

are free online. 

Apr-June 

Students will study Blood Brothers– a contempo-

rary play set in Liverpool. 

Essay 

 

Newspaper Article 

 

 

Encourage students to watch a stage production if one is available 

locally, in order to increase their understanding of the play as a dra-

matic work to be seen rather than just read. 

Students can research the playwright’s other works. 

June-July 

A non-fiction unit focussing particularly on non-

fiction writing. This will be based on Britain’s got 

Talent and will result in students creating a leaflet 

to promote their act and writing a speech to per-

suade people to vote for them. 

End of year exam 

 

 

Encourage to students to collect and read leaflets in order to increase 

their understanding of the types of language used in both persuasive 

and informative leaflets. 



Subject: German 

What will we cover this year? Guten Tag! Students have learnt a huge amount in Year 7 and have shown that they are devel-

oping into outstanding linguists! This year, they will continue to learn new topics and new vocabulary, including: TV and media; 

reading; fashion; routine; music ; and the past tense. Students will recap all the major grammatical structures from Year 7 

throughout the year so that by July they are developing fluency and confidence in using lots of different vocabulary and tenses. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

What can I do to help?  

Sept:  

Reading and Translation Assess-

ment—Year 7 learning 

Reading/

Grammar/

Translation 

Encourage students to use their Year 7 vocab/grammar booklet given to them at the 

start of the year to revise the key grammar. Students should use a range of revision 

techniques so at home you could encourage them to be carry these out.  

Oct: 

Writing and Translation Assess-

ment 

Writing/

Translation 

During class, students will carry out a short listening assessment. They key to doing 

well in these assessments is to listen to and hear as much German as possible leading 

up to the test. Encourage students to listen to German songs on YouTube or to watch 

films in German. Students could also try complete some practice exercises on This is 

Language. 

Dec:   

Listening Assessment 

Listening Encourage students to play language games on the internet so that they can recap 

the language. Students should be encouraged to revise using the strategies taught to 

them in Year 7 (Look, cover, write check; write paragraphs with no notes; use books 

to write paragraphs but under timed conditions; ask a partner/family member to test 

them on key grammar/vocab).  

January: 

This assessment covers every-

thing from the Year so far 

Reading/

Translation As-

sessment 

Some responses here will be written in German so students will really need to focus 

on learning the spellings of their vocabulary. You can help by ensuring they are doing 

this at home. They could also go to the LRC and pick up some of the German maga-

zines and practise reading during break/lunch-times and then talk to you about what 

they have read. 

March:  

This assessment also covers eve-

rything from the Year so far but 

will have a focus on using the past 

and future tenses. 

Speaking Assess-

ment 

(Picture-based 

task/Role Play/

Questions) 

If you feel confident you could try and have simple conversations with the students 

asking them ‘What is your favourite subject?’, or ‘What sports do you like?’ and then 

ask them to respond (in German). Students should still revise their vocabulary but 

they should also try to listen to as much German as possible, so the things mentioned 

for the listening assessment will be applicable here. 

June/July: End of year exam 

An exam focusing on all topics 

taught this year 

Reading/

Listening/

Writing/

Translation As-

sessment 

Encourage students to look through their books and previous assessments. It would 

be very helpful for students to create flashcards and mind-maps on the topics/

vocabulary they have learnt this year. The more students try to recall vocab from 

memory (by recreating mind-maps) and the more they put themselves in the test 

conditions the easier the test will be. Students should try to write short paragraphs in 

timed conditions (5 minutes) on a variety of topics. This will show them which topics 

they need to revise in more detail but will also show them what kind of mistakes they 

are making after they have gone back over their work and checked it. At home you 

could encourage students to carry out these strategies. 



Subject: Geography 

What will we cover this year? 

To start we look at place and The Rise of China as a newly emerging economy. Students will identify physical and human features of China 

through a multitude of maps. They will investigate the two child policy and the reasons why the law was introduced. We also cover China `s 

development and the impact their growing industrialisation is having on the world. The second place we study in detail is Brazil—another 

emerging economy.  

We then move on to pure physical geography. Firstly we study Rivers and Coasts, then later in the Spring term we cover natural hazards that 

have been created by adverse climatic conditions.  

The human topics we cover are migration and population.   

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 
knowledge: 

Assessment style: “What can  I do to help?” 

Autumn Term   1 

Population and migra-
tion 

 

Mini Test on population key words and 
their meanings. 

Go through the spellings and meanings of key words in this unit as 
there are lots. 

BBC Bitesize have a fabulous KS3 section on Geography. 

Two models to understand are The Demographic Transition Model 
and Population Pyramids. 

Autumn Term 2 

The Rise of China 

The Two Child Policy essay. Students 
will outline the pro`s and cons of this 
controversial law to control population 
growth. They will back up their ideas 
with evidence . And start to develop 
PEE paragraphs. (POINT,EVIDENCE, EX-
PLAIN) 

There is a mass of material online as the policy has recently been 
amended. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-asia-china-34671371/end -of-
china-s-one-child-policy-explained 

The growth of China (wealth) is the key area for student`s to under-
stand so any help in this area is key. They are the  second richest 
country in the world currently. 

Spring Term 1 

Rivers 

Coping With Floods—A case Study of 
Bangladesh. This assessment involves 
the students creating a newspaper arti-
cle with information provided in class. 
The sections will relate to causes, 
effects and responses to a flood. 

Physical Geography again so lots of knowledge and understanding to 
embed. 

Great web sites available: www.geography. 
learnontheinternet.co.uk 
www.coolgeography.co,.uk www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize 

Spring Term 2 

 Coasts and Field 
Work 

Students will successfully be able to 
complete a fieldwork booklet after 
their trip to Hunstanton. 

An understanding of how and why rivers flood can be developed at 
home by looking at our local area. There is a huge amount of new 
vocabulary in this section so any encouragement in key terms would 
be greatly appreciated. Looking at why rivers flood would be a great 
discussion point. 

Test spellings and glossary of key words. 

Summer 1 

A case study of a de-
veloping country— 
BRAZIL. 

There will be mini class based assess-
ments on Brazil and an end of year test 
styled to look like a mini GCSE style 
questions. 

Help with revision would be appreciated— students will be revising 
from their class books so strategies and tips to recount information 
would be very useful. 

Summer Term 2 

Natural Hazards— 
Climatic 

 

Mini test on the understanding and 
meaning of multiple specialist terms in 
this unit. 

Encourage students to look at the news and particularly weather 
forecasts. Disaster geography is always popular so independent re-
search on climatic hazards would be useful—hurricanes, cyclones, 
drought and forest fires. You tube clips on storm chasers is also a 
great way to see these hazards in real life. 

July: End of year exam 

 

   

Short answer ,knowledge based ques-
tions and a map skills section. 
   

Talk to the student through the year about what they are studying in 
geography and ask them questions about what they are learning. 
They will be trying to revise from their class book so testing them 
would be useful. 



Subject: History 

What will we cover this year? 

During Year 8 pupils strengthen the key skills vital to studying History. We use a topic based approach to develop the pupils’ 

understanding of the chronology of British and World History and answer Historical enquiries about the past. Pupils investi-

gate cause, consequence, change and continuity within British society and the significance of key international historical 

events such as the impact of  the First World War, the rise of black Americans and the establishment of Nazi society and 

World War Two. The investigation of these topics enables students to begin to examine the foundation of British culture and 

the cultural, ethnic and religious diversity that is evident in Britain’s heritage. It helps pupils to develop their understanding of 

the political and religious systems that we have in place today. Pupils examine sources and enhance their source skills as they 

develop their analytical and interpretation skills. At the core of each lesson is development of enabling students to effectively 

use evidence and communicate about the past.  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

“What can  I do to help?” 

Sept/Oct: 

How and Why did Britain create it’s Empire? 

 Origins of Empire 

 Reasons for growth 

 Key case studies of Australia, India and 
South Africa  

“How useful ques-

tion”.   

Students will be asked to comment on the N.O.P.C. of source utility. 

Nov/Dec:  

Why was there the rise of black Americans?  

(Causes of slavery, the Middle Passage, plan-

tation life,  abolition of slavery, black Ameri-

cans in the American Civil War, emancipation,  

KKK, Jim Crow Laws) 

Knowledge ques-

tions and a 

sources and inter-

pretations skills 

section. 

The Remind your students that when they look at sources 

they should think about : What can they infer from it?- What 

does the source tell them if they read between the lines? 

Remind your students when think about sources they should 

think: N. O. P. C = Nature- What type of source is it? How 

does this influence what is written/ displayed? Origin – Who 

made it and when? Purpose – Why was the source made? 

How far can it be trusted?   Content – What does it tell them?  

When explaining their opinion students need to use the con-

nectives  ‘because… this meant that...this led to…’ to show 

explanation.  

Jan/Feb:  

Did the Industrial Revolution bring progress 

and improvement?  

 

 (Developments in transport & communica-

tion, changing attitudes towards children, 

orphans,  workhouses,  slums- disease, chol-

era, why there was so much crime in the 

cities, rookeries, types of crime, Metropolitan 

Police Act 1829-Introduction of the police 

constables/ Peelers, development of forensic 

science in solving crimes, why Jack the Ripper 

was never caught, the development of pros-

perity for some  

Essay The most important thing for writing a good essay is to re-

member to use PEEL paragraphs: 

Point– State your view -(One reason why) 

Evidence– Use some evidence to support your point- 

(because) 

Explanation– Explain how and why the evidence supports 

your point- (this meant that) 

Link– refer back to the question at the end of every para-

graph- (this led to) 

Create a mind map showing all the different reasons why Jack 

the Ripper was never caught. Remember to include points 

about religion, power and money. 



Subject: History 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

“What can  I do to help?” 

March/April:  

Why is the First World War significant?  

(Geographical scale, casualties, trench life, weap-

ons, international relations, home front, role of 

women) 

Interpretations The students will be given an interpretation by an historian and 

they have to argue if they agree with this statement or not. This 

is testing their ability to support their decision with evidence.   

Remind them to be confident in their choice and explain the sig-

nificances of the evidence. Ask them about why World War One 

was important and how it changed the world in the long and 

short term? 

May/June:  

Why did Germany become a Nazi State?  

(Treaty of Versailles, Hyperinflation, Weimar Re-

public,  Enabling Act, Hitler as a figure of hope,  

propaganda, Nazi state, fear, concentration 

camps, young people, women) 

Knowledge 

questions and a 

sources and 

interpretations 

skills section. 

Remind your students when think about sources they should 

think: What can they infer? How can they evaluate source utility 

using N.O.P.C?  They also need too use PEEL paragraphs to ex-

plain their ideas (See Nov/ Dec assessment.) 

Mind map how Hitler took control of Germany-Treaty of Ver-

sailles, Hyperinflation, Weimar Republic,  Enabling Act, Hitler as a 

figure of hope,  propaganda. 

Mind map how did Hitler keep control once he got it?- propagan-

da, Nazi state, fear, concentration camps, young people, women. 

June/July: 

How far did 1920s America “roar”? 

 Stock market 

 Car industry 

 Consumerism 

 Prohibition 

 Position of women 

End of Year As-

sessment 

Source inference 

Source Utility 

Why did prohibition fail? 



Subject: Maths 

What will we cover this year? We will be entering the second year of a  two year Scheme of Work that is designed to cover 

the fundamental areas of Mathematics in depth to prepare students for their GCSE’s—much of the work will build on founda-

tions from last year, other topics will be new to students. We will plan lessons so that students have the  

opportunity to work in a variety of different ways both individually and in groups. Students will be given regular homework to 

complete to ensure that they are working at the best of their ability alongside mini assessments at the end of each unit—

these will be taken in class. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

*Do a little bit of maths everyday—even if it is just doing some 

basic numeracy* 

Sept/Oct:  

Proportional reasoning includ-

ing ratio and scale, multiplica-

tive reasoning and multiplying 

and dividing fractions 

 

 

There will be end of unit 

assessments, completed 

in class, for each of the  

three units covered this 

half term 

 Students will recap numeracy topics from last year—please en-

courage learning of multiplication tables if your child is not secure 

with these. They will revisit and build upon the topic of ratio and 

learn how to reason proportionally and how to draw use conver-

sion graphs (e.g. for currency exchange) and how to interpret 

scale diagrams and maps. It would be helpful if you could discuss 

these topics with your child and ask them what they have been  

studying in their lessons 

Nov/ Dec:  

Working in the Cartesian 

plane,  

representing data and working 

with tables and probability. 

Two in class tests focus-

ing on everything taught 

in the autumn term. 

Students will learn how to plot , draw and interpret straight line 

graphs , how best to represent and interpret data by drawing and 

interpreting appropriate tables and charts  and how to use the 

language and mathematics of probability to understand the laws 

of chance. Real life examples such as the National Lottery and 

unexpected sporting results provide useful areas for discussion. 

Jan/Feb:   

Algebraic techniques 

Mini assessments at the 

end of each of the three 

units covered this half 

term. 

Students with work with brackets (expanding and factorising), 

equations and inequalities. They will build on previous work with 

sequences and develop their understanding of indices. 



Subject: Maths cont.  

March/April: 

Fractions and percentages, 

standard index form and num-

ber sense 

Two in class tests on all 

material taught this half 

term. 

Mini assessment at the 

end of each unit 

Students will work with fractions and percentages for a large part 

of this half term, reinforcing and developing their skills in this im-

portant area of mathematics. They will also work with standard 

index form (learning how to manipulate very large and very small 

numbers) as well as improving their understanding of the manipu-

lations of all types of number 

May:  

Developing geometry including 

working with angles and parallel 

lines, areas of plane shapes in-

cluding circles and lines of sym-

metry and reflection 

Mini assessment at the 

end of each unit 

Students will learn a lot of rules and formulae during this unit and 

need to learn them so any support with this would be appreciat-

ed. Making and memorising flashcards or similar techniques 

would be useful. They will be learning how to calculate angles in 

increasingly complex ways as well as how to find area and perime-

ter of increasingly complex shapes. Finally they will learn about 

simple transformations of shapes. 

July:  

The date handling cycle and 

measures of location. 

Two in class tests on all 

material taught this half 

term. 

An end of year assess-

ment on all work covered 

this year, 

Students will spend this half term focussing on statistics and data. 

They will learn the data handing cycle and how to interpret data 

using statistical measures of average and spread, as well as how 

to interpret more complex charts and tables building on work 

from earlier this year. 



Subject: Music 

Music assessments will take place throughout the year with performing, composing and appraising music 

being a regular part of lessons.  Students will undertake at least 6 main topics throughout the year with 

each topic being assessed practically (through a performance or composition).  Assessments may also take 

the form of a listening or evaluation task which will be completed usually towards the middle or end of a 

topic. 

Students will often be encouraged to work as an ensemble and develop independent group learning skills 

alongside their solo work. To support their learning and preparation for assessments students, where pos-

sible, should practice their parts within performances alongside revising and revisiting key vocabulary and 

the main musical elements: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, structure, melody, harmony and instrumentation. 

Date: 

Assessment topic 

key knowledge: Assessment  

Sept/ Oct 

Blues 

Students learn about the history of the blues, how to play a 12 bar 
blues progression, a walking bassline, a blues melody and improvisa-
tion. Students learn how to write blues lyrics in an AAB structure and 
how to incorporate these lyrics in to a composition task. 

12 bar blues performance 

Blues melody performance 

Improvisation 

Group composition task  

Nov/ Dec 

4 Chords Progres-
sion in Popular 
Music 

Students learn more about different chords progressions and how 
they devise the basis of a song. Students get given a variety of popular 
songs  to learn initially as a class and then in a smaller group task. 

Performing a chord progression 
fluently on an instrument and 
then arranging a piece of music in 
a smaller group task.  

Jan/Feb 

Hooks and Riffs 

Students will learn about reggae music through listening performing 
and appraising. 

Off beat chords—performing in 
time.  

March/ April 

World Music per-
formance  

African Drumming 

Gamelan 

Indian 

Samba  

Students will learn about the culture associated with each of the 
world music genres and will take part in any listening activities where 
they can become more familiar with this. Students will perform many 
pieces as a whole class ensemble, participating in a section of the mu-
sic and demonstrating an understanding for its structure. 

African drumming and Poly-
rhythms. 

Gamelan performance. 

Indian music performance and 
demonstrating an understanding 
for its complex structure.  

Samba drumming. 

All assessment is performance 
based. 

May/June 

Dance Music-
Ground Bass 

 

 

Students will learn about Pachelbel's canon and  play a ground bass 

with multiple melodic layers to create a class/group performance. 

Students  will then explore composing a ground bass within the con-

ventions of dance music and technology. 

Preforming a ground bass 

(repeated idea) and building me-

lodic layers on to this as part of a 

class ensemble. 

June/July 

Musicals 

Students will research the origins and evolution of musical theatre till 
present day. They will learn to play and perform the opening number 
from ‘Chicago’. They will learn to rehearse and perform various num-
bers as a  class, solos, duets, etc. 

Students will learn about and 
develop understanding of the 
‘Musicals’ genre and how songs 
are used with in this context  



Subject: PD 

What will we cover this year?   

PD covers a range of topics that help to equip your child with life skills and prepare them for life in a modern society.  

We will start the year by looking at British Values and citizenship: students find out what a citizen is and how Parliament works 
and makes laws. We then move to physical health and wellbeing with a focus on how a healthy lifestyle impacts our physical and 
mental wellbeing and the importance of personal hygiene in the prevention of infection. The next unit is on families, where stu-
dents look at different types of families, marriage and the roles and responsibilities of individuals within the family. This is fol-
lowed by a unit on basic first aid where students will learn lifesaving skills. We go on to look at the function of money, what can 
influence spending and financial risks. The final unit is on healthy and unhealthy relationships, including gangs, knife crime and 
the law. 

Student progress will be assessed through student self-audits of knowledge and skills and a teacher judgement based on class-
work and contributions to class discussions. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 
knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help? 

Sept/Oct: 

British Values and Citizen-

ship 

Information Leaflet 
  Remind students that Personal Development is about under-

standing other people’s views and therefore there is often no 
“correct” answer. Instead students are assessed on how well 
they explain their ideas. Students will need to describe their 
own opinion, compare views, make informed contributions to 
debates, respect the views of others and understand that 
things can be fair or unfair in different situations. Parents can 
help develop all these attributes at home. 
  
  
Students are assessed on how well they use subject specific 
words/phrases and evidence to support their answers. Talk to 
students about what they have learnt so far in PD. Mind maps 
are useful to summarise information. You can also test stu-
dents on the key words and their meanings. 
  
  
Students can extend their knowledge and understanding by 
looking at current affairs, encourage your child to watch TV 
News programmes even if it is just the main headlines, and 
researching topics through YouTube clips, safe online searches 
and talking to parents, Uncles, Aunts and Grandparents. 

Nov/Dec: 

Physical Health and Mental 
Wellbeing 

Campaign Poster 
  

Jan/Feb: 

Families and Relationships 

Extended Writing 
  

Mar/Apr: 

Basic First Aid 

First Aid Scenarios 

Apr/May: 

Money Matters/Finance 

Mind map at start and end of 
topic 

Jun/Jul: 

Relationships 

Letter to Government 



Subject: Physical Education  

What will we cover this year?  

Within Physical Education students will gain a better appreciation and understanding of general exercise and develop a 

healthy sense of competition during the games played. Students will learn in an environment that is encouraging and mu-

tually respectful as each participant learns about his or her individual strengths and how to grow areas of weakness.  

Students will participate in a base line Fitness testing unit in the first half term; students will learn how to motivate and 

challenge their ability in a series of different training methods. Students will also participate in a number of individual and 

team sports throughout each team. The PE Departments aims to give each and every student a positive and enjoyable ex-

perience in Physical Education and Sport promoting future success and long term participation in physical activity. 

 
Half term PE Focus 
 

Assessment style: What can I do to help? Parental Support… 

 
September – October 
Fitness testing Boys & Girls  
Football Boys/ Netball Girls 

 
Diagnostic assess-
ment and a combi-
nation of Formative 
and Summative 
assessment 

  
Communication 
  
Encourage and support your child in their personal 
development of participation in physical activity and 
sport. 
  
If there is ever a concern, please contact the teacher 
directly so that they can discuss the issues with you. 
  
When the student is unable to participate in class, 
please be sure to provide a doctors note with de-
tailed information so that the teacher knows how to 
work with your child when they are able to return to 
activity. 
  

 
October – December 
Table Tennis Boys / Dance  
Girls  

 
A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

 
January – February  
Rugby Boys / Gymnastics & 
Handball Girls  
 

 
A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

 
February – April 
Gymnastics & Handball Boys / 

Trampoline and Football Girls 

 
A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

 
April- May 
Tennis / Athletics Boys 
Athletics/ Cricket Girls 

 
A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

 
May – July 
Cricket / Athletics Boys 

Athletics /  Tennis Girls 

 

 
A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 

  
 Inter-form/house Competitions  will take place once a term: December, February and April. Sports day 
will be hosted in the summer term. 
  
Extra-Curricular Clubs  are a fantastic way for students to try new sports and make new friends! The 
programme will change each half term and will be advertised in lessons, form time, Facebook/website and 
around the school. Clubs will be active at lunchtime and afterschool; students will be inducted in their first PE 
lesson with what is on offer for this half term. Parental consent will be required for fixtures afterschool; your son/
daughter will be notified. Being part of a team develops positive relationships with peers in addition to valuable 
skill development in:  leadership, teamwork and communication. 
   



Subject: RE 

What will we cover this year? Students will build on from prior knowledge gained in year 7. They begin with looking at 
anti-racist RE where they will investigate some key events and key people who have been involved in the anti-racist move-
ment. They will go on to consider the key beliefs and teachings of: Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism. At the end of the year 
students will study some ultimate questions including the existence of God and understanding of the afterlife.  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

Assessment style: What can I do to help? 

Sept-Oct 

  

Anti-Racist RE 

Short answer questions 
with one longer evalua-
tive style question 

Students will be looking at people who have fought against racism study-
ing key individuals such as Martin Luther King Jr, Stormzy, Malcolm X and 
Dr Hany El Banna. Talk to students about what they have learnt and what 
their opinion is on what they’ve recently looked at. Watch the news and 

Nov-Dec 

  

Hinduism 

Classroom-based discus-
sion 

Students will be looking at the beliefs and practices of the Hindu religion. 
This can be supported at home by asking students what they have learnt 
about Hinduism and watching the news to engage with festivals that are 
taking place.BBC Bitesize has lots of information on Hindu beliefs and 

Jan-Feb 

  

Buddhism 

Short answer questions 
with one longer answer 
evaluative style ques-
tion 

The assessment for this topic will include questions from the previous 
topics. Students should begin to share their opinion on specific issues 
within religions. This can be helped at home by talking about what they 
are learning, asking their opinion and encouraging them to give reasons 
for this. We will be looking at beliefs and practices within Buddhism such 
as meditation, samsara, karma and the life of the Buddha. BBC Bitesize 

March-April 

  

Sikhism 

Judgement based on 
classwork 

We will be studying the beliefs and practices of Sikhism which will in-
clude looking at the lives of the 10 Sikh gurus, the beliefs of the religion 
and the impact it has had on society. One of the biggest Sikh festivals 
takes place in April so watching the news and discussing the beliefs of 
Sikhism would be useful support for the student. BBC Bitesize has lots of 
information on Sikh beliefs and practices. 

April-May 

  

Places of Worship and 
Pilgrimage 

Short answer questions 
with one longer evalua-
tive style question 

For this topic, students will be looking at the similarities and differences 
between places of worship in different religions. They will also be looking 
at pilgrimages that religious believers take and the importance of these. 
Looking at the news for information on Hajj and journeys to Jerusalem 
would be beneficial to students. Furthermore, any visits to local places of 
worship such as the Cathedral where the features of a place of worship 

June-July 

  

Philosophy 

Judgement based on 
classwork 

During this topic we will be looking at big questions such as: does God 
exist? Are miracles real? This is a fantastic topic for students to engage in 
discussion and share their own opinions. Discussion around these topics 
and debate would be beneficial to further develop the student’s evalua-
tion skill and to encourage them to consider and remember what we 
looked at in the lesson. Whilst there won’t be a formal assessment on 
this, I will be monitoring classroom discussion and exercise book work to 
evaluate how the students are developing. 



Subject: Science 

What will we cover this year?   

Students will follow a Key Stage 3 course which thoroughly prepares students for the upcoming rigours of GCSE Science. 
Throughout the course, practical-based activities will form the backbone of the lesson content. Students will quickly develop 
“Working Scientifically” skills, including planning experiments, taking measurements, handling and displaying data, drawing 
relevant conclusions and evaluating reliability and accuracy. A well-balanced curriculum will ensure regular progress of under-
standing in key scientific principles, which will then be built upon when moving forward to future years. Teaching content is 
divided into five blocks of three topics, after which there will be a class assessment to ensure continual progress throughout the 
year. The topics covered in this year’s curriculum are shown below:    The topics covered in this years curriculum are shown 
below:  

Assessment topic: Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Block 1 
Plant reproduction 
Energy transfer 
Acids and Alkalis 
 
Block 2 
Speed 
Types of Reaction 
Evolution 
 
Block 3 
Wave effects and properties 
Breathing 
Digestion 
 
Block 4  
Sound 
Light 
Respiration 
 
Block 5 
Pressure 
Photosynthesis 
Chemical Energy 

Block Examination—w/b 1 No-
vember  
 
 
 
Block Examination—w/b 10 Jan-
uary 
 
 
 
Block Examination—w/b 28 Feb-
ruary 
 
 
 
Block Examination—w/b 2 May 
 
 
 
 
Block Examination—w/b 4 July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Encourage students to top up their knowledge on 
BBC Bitesize revision tasks. 
 
 
Ask students to show you their performance on Ed-
ucake activities. 
 
 
 
Discuss their current learning on a regular basis and 
help test them when revising for topic assessments. 
 



Subject: Technology 

What will we cover this year? 

Students will rotate three times within year 8 covering: Product Design, Food and Textiles.  

Projects include: Pewter cast product, Food and an E-Textile product. 

Each rotation is 12 weeks (12 lessons) and covers: research Skills, Design skills, Making skills 

Grades for all three aspects will contribute to a final assessment grade for the project.. 

Rotations: 

Assessment topic/  

key knowledge: 

Assessment style: “What can  I do to help?” 

Product Design 

Pewter Casting 

Students will investigate a design movement that will inspire their 

design of a Pewter cast product (pendant, keyring or broach).  

The outcome will be a combination of CAD (Computer Aided 

Design) and workshop processes. 

Students are encouraged to design for a client rather than 

themselves and should focus on achieving a high quality finish.  

The product is produced within the workshop and the project will 

cover using the Pewter Casting Machine, Laser Cutter and Pillar drill. 

The use of hand tools including a junior hacksaw and metal file 

along with Wet and Dry paper and metal polish will finish the 

product off. 

When out shopping talk about target 

markets and discuss who a product might 

be aimed at and why.  

Discuss if products are modern or 

traditional for example, and talk about 

the materials that have been used in their 

manufacture. 

The use of www.technologystudent.com 

will be a good place to look for 

homework support. Go to ‘new D&T 

GCSE’ section of the website.  

Food 

 

During year 8 students will learn about staple foods and use these 

in their practical lessons. They will make a range of products 

including bread, fresh pasta, risotto and scones. These will allow for 

the development of some of the skills learned in year 7.  

We will also cover some of the environmental issues in food 

production and the science behind bread making. 

Encourage students to assist in the 

kitchen with everything from washing up 

to weighing ingredients. When shopping 

discuss the different varieties of foods on 

offer and where these come from. Try to 

encourage independence in the kitchen 

and ideally allow students to make the 

recipes again at home to promote skills. 

Textiles 

E-Textiles 

This project uses Mind, the mental health charity as the client. The 

target market is children aged 5-12 years old. 

Students will produce one of two possible outcomes to satisfy the 

design brief. Either a cushion or a soft toy. 

The product must include a pocket with a light feature. Students 

will hand sew, using conductive thread and an LED PCB. The pocket 

must include the reverse appliqué technique and encompass a 

suitable theme of their choice. 

Students are based within the textiles room and have access to a 

range of materials and the use of the sewing machines. 

Building on last years techniques 

students will produce a reverse appliqué, 

also known as a Mola. 

Encouraging hand sewing or the use of a 

sewing machine at home will improve 

confidence, technique and understanding 

of processes. 

www.technologystudent.com. Go to ‘new 

D&T GCSE’ and around half way down is a 

section on Textiles. 



Thank you for your support. 

 

The Hampton Gardens Team. 


