
Year 9 Assessment Planner and Advice  

for  Parents and Students 

2021 – 2022 

“Parental engagement is a powerful  lever for raising 

achievement in schools. Where parents and teachers 

work together to improve learning, the gains in 

achievement are significant.”   

(Department for Education) 



“What can we do to help?” 
We are delighted that parents want to help their students prepare for assessments and tests. It is important to note that 

revision is not the only way that you can support your student in succeeding at school. Children ages 6 to 13 need about 9 

to 11 hours of sleep. (According to the National Sleep Foundation.) Research shows that sleep regulates mood and is related 

to learning and memory functions. Another way in which parents can support their child is by encouraging them to make 

healthy lifestyle choices.  It is important that all students get into good revision habits from the start. They should focus on 

doing a little and often and always try to make it active.  

Here are some active revision tips you could try with your students: 

Revise spellings and key words: 

Revising spellings and key words 

with them makes a big differ-

ence.  Make sure they know 

what they mean. Get your stu-

dent to tell you what words they 

are using a lot in each subject. 

Flash cards. Create a flash 

cards using the information 

in your student’s exercise 

books and test them on key 

knowledge such as dates, 

names and word meanings. 

Mind mapping / information posters 

Are a great way to get your student to 

review topics. The students should use 

their exercise books and condense 

down their notes (please see example 

on how to mind map on the next page).  

Once the student has completed the 

mind map they can either put up on 

their wall or see if they can draw it again 

from memory.  

Talk to them:  The best way to get 

your students to revise, (without them 

even knowing) is to ask them what 

they are learning and ask them to 

explain it to you.  

Concept webs: Take a 

piece of plain paper and  

create a  circle of key 

words, phrases, dates/ 

terms. Then the student 

draws on and labels as 

many links as possible cre-

ating something that looks 

like a web of ideas. 
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Concept web: 1066 

Edward The Confessor 

Harald Hardrada William Duke of Normandy 

Oath/ promised 

Harold Godwinson 

Tostig 

Senlac Hill 

The Witan 

Stanford Bridge 

Hint: Think about Luck, Preparations and Leader-

ship 

Local support 



Subject: Art and Design 

What will we cover this year? 

Students in Year 9 will look at the broad theme of ‘the wider world’. Within this topic, students will have the opportunity to 
learn about a range of artists and art works, as well as interact with a variety of materials, processes and techniques.  

The course content is divided to fall within the three school terms:  

 Term 1 is focused on a ‘Ecology’ Project. Within this project students will encounter a range of different artists who deal 
with environmental issues as their chosen subjects. Concentrating on sustainability and ecological architecture, students 
will learn about and work with the concept of how we can effect the world around us. Students will create a series of de-
signs, leading on to the development of a 2D Batik image using ink to add colour.   

 In term 2, students will encounter the topic of ‘Politics’. Within this project students will look at the wat Artists use Art to 
spread and share messages with an audience. Looking at a range of famous works and artists, students will learn about 
different materials and techniques. In addition, students will get the opportunity to create a poster using screen printing, 
this will express a message or idea. This will be further develop using a range of different media.  

 Term 3 is examining how ‘identity’ in a wider context is explored through Art. Students will look at and consider art from a 
range of different Artists and consider themes which are issues in our society such as; class, gender, size, religion and 
health. Students will look in detail at the work of 3D Artists and will create designs which they will then use to create a 3D 
Relief clay tile, once fired this will be painted. Secondly, students will design and develop a mod rock pot, they will deco-
rate this with relevant images and text which will relate to their identity in a wider context.   

Date: Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

September—October 

Ecology project: 

 Artist analysis  

 Creating personal symbols 

Practical responses 

Written evaluations 

Encourage and support your child in their personal development 
of visual artistic skill and expression.  

 

Encourage your child to record (photograph and draw) images 
relevant to current projects.  

 

Encourage your child to utilise literacy map worksheets to assist 
with literacy development in Art.  

 

Encourage your child to attend extra-curricular Art clubs, if your 
child requires assistance with homework, catching up or for fur-
ther enjoyment.  

 

If there is ever a concern, please contact the teacher directly so 
that they can discuss the issues with you. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

November—December 

Ecology project: 

 Use the wax to draw out batik     
design 

 Add ink to the wax design 

Written research 

Practical experiments 
and final piece 

January—February  

Politics/messages in Art: 

 Artist analysis 

 Debate about what is Art.  

Written research and 
evaluation 

Debate and       
presentation 

February—April 

Politics/messages in Art: 

 Poster design 

 Screen print  

Practical experiments 

Final piece 

April—May  

Art examining current issues linking 
to  identity: 

 Artist analysis 

 Clay tile designs 

Artist research 

Practical planning 

 

May—July  

Art examining current issues linking 
to  identity: 

 Mod rock pot designs 

 Pot construction and decora-
tion 

Design process 

Practical final piece 

 



Subject: Computing and ICT 

What will we cover this year?  

Students will cover 6 different topics in year 9, one each half term. The topics will strengthen the students’ skills 

in IT, Computer Science and computational thinking, building on the knowledge and skills they have gained in 

year’s 7 and 8. Students will maintain an eportfolio, which will be their digital class book. Topics covered will in-

clude Data Representation; Event based Programming; Computer Systems, Networks and Security; Relational 

Databases; Python Data Structures; and a Project. 

Students will be encouraged to think about which units they have preferred during KS3 to help them understand 

whether they have a passion for IT or Computer Science. This will help them during the options process.    

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: Assessment style: What can I do to help? 

Sep – Oct 
Data Representation. Students 
will learn how to convert num-
bers from Base10 to Base2. How 
computers count, display imag-
es, play sound and compress 
files using only Binary. 

Short answer 

knowledge recall and 

multiple-choice 

questions. 

  

Encourage students to use BBC Bitesize to learn more about the 

Data Representation topics we are covering in class. Encourage 
students to learn the key terms in their knowledge organiz-
er for this unit. 

Nov – Dec 

Event Based Programming. Stu-
dents will learn how to create a 
basic game for their phone, using 
event-based program in App Lab. 

Short answer 

knowledge recall and 

multiple-choice 

questions. 

Encourage students to logon to Teams, access their eportfolios, 
and App Lab from home to show you the work they have com-
pleted. Allow them to show you how they can build and manipu-
late an App using drag and drop blocks or written high level 
code. 

Jan – Feb 

Computer Systems, Networks and 
Security. Students will learn the 
fundamentals computer systems, 
network architecture and threats 
and vulnerabilities to data in the 
digital age. 

Exam style written 
assessment. 

Encourage students to use their eportfolios to revise. Students 
will have been given knowledge organisers that will help them 
recognise key terms and ideas for the units covered. Parents can 
test their child’s knowledge recall with the knowledge organis-
ers. Encourage students to create flash cards and mind maps of 
what they have learned in Computing as a revision aid. 

Mar – Apr 

Relation Databases. Students will 
learn how to create a relational da-
tabase, and how this helps prevent 
data duplication and redundancy. 
This builds on the work they did in 
year 8 on Flat databases. 

Short answer 
knowledge recall 
and multiple-choice 
questions. 

Encourage students to use BBC Bitesize to learn more about Re-
lational Databases. Encourage students to learn the key 
terms in their knowledge organizer for this unit. 

May – June 

Python Data Structures. Students 
will learn how to create 1 and 2D 
lists in Python, how to read and 
write to file, as well as how to struc-
ture their code using functions. 

Short answer 

knowledge recall 

and multiple-choice 

questions. 

Encourage students to use BBC Bitesize to learn more about Py-
thon Data Structures; to learn the key terms in their 
knowledge organizer; to sign up for CodeWars and try to 
complete some of the Kata’s; and to join the coding club at 
school. 

Jun - Jul: 

Project. Students manage a project 

to fulfil a real-world requirement. 

Student’s will document the life 

cycle of their project and build an 

integrated solution using a spread-

sheet or database. 

End of year Exam. Encourage students to use their eportfolios to revise. Students 
will have been given knowledge organisers that will help them 
recognise key terms and ideas for the units covered. Parents can 
test their child’s knowledge recall with the knowledge organis-
ers. Encourage students to create flash cards and mind maps of 
what they have learned in Computing as a revision aid. 



Subject: Drama 

The focus in year 9 is to introduce key practitioners, styles and genres and to begin to develop a greater flair for and under-
standing of how to devise successful drama performances. Students will also study a key play text in greater depth and will 
be able to discover their own strengths in performance, directing and devising. Students continue to learn that positive 
working relationships when working collaboratively is the key to successful learning outcomes.  

Date/Assessment topic Assessment Key Knowledge: 

Autumn One/Study of Text 

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie 

Blackman, adapted for the stage by 

Dominic Cooke 

  

Lesson Four/Five 

  

  

  

  

  

Marking the moment 

  

  

  

  

Students will understand how to use a range of 

dramatic strategies to mark a key moment in a 

given scene. 

 Autumn Two/War  Using a range of devices in order to 

explore different perspective on 

war. 

 Students will understand how to create a perfor-

mance using a range of techniques in order to 

communicate meaning to an audience. 

 Spring/Study of Text 

Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

  

Lesson Three/Four 

  

Using rehearsal techniques in order 

to deepen understanding of charac-

ters and themes 

  

Students will be able to use a range of rehearsal 

and performance techniques in order to create a 

meaningful performance which explores a key mo-

ment in the play. 

 Lesson Eight/Nine Develop two contrasting characters 

across two scene extracts, in perfor-

mance. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate confidence 

in the development and performance of two con-

trasting scene extracts, with a focus on sustaining 

two significant characters. 

 Summer One/Practitioners 

  

Lesson Three 

  

  

Total Theatre : creating original the-

atre from a given stimulus 

 Students will use key scenes from ‘The Robber 

Bridegroom’ in order to create their own piece of 

‘Total Theatre’.  Students will be able to work as an 

ensemble, using stylised movements and gesture 

in order to communicate meaning to an audience. 

Summer Two/Genre 

Frantic Assembly 

  

Lesson Nine 

  

  

  

Physical Theatre : devising in re-

sponse to a given stimulus using the 

key attributes and features of Physi-

cal Theatre 

  

  

  

Students will understand that Physical theatre pro-

vides an alternative way to create dramatic mean-

ing.  It uses techniques such as movement, mime, 

gesture and dance. It can be used to explore com-

plex social and cultural issues. 



Subject: English 

What will we cover this year? 

Students in Year 9 will have the opportunity to interact with a variety of Literature including books, plays, poetry and other forms of non-

fiction text, whilst developing their reading and writing skills from years 7 and 8. We will start the year with a thematic unit. This will focus 

discrimination and prejudice and will teach students how to use contextual knowledge and other texts to help them find deeper layers of 

meaning and broaden their analysis. This will be followed by a unit of study on Romeo and Juliet, particularly focussing on the literature skills 

required by AQA English Literature GCSE. Later in the year, students will also study a unit on the Gothic genre focussing on key extracts and 

the skills needed for both GCSE English Language and Literature. We will conclude the year with a non-fiction unit where students will prac-

tise writing about the comparisons between texts. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Sept-Dec 

Students will study a gothic based unit focussing 

on the novella The Woman in Black and extracts 

from a range of texts. They will be refining their 

skills of responding to unseen texts and writing 

appropriately under timed conditions. 

Narrative Writing 

 

Extract based essay 

Encourage wide reading at home, particularly of gothic short stories, 

many of which are accessible for free online.  

Practice writing and grammatical skills. 

Jan-March 

Students will complete a unit on the wider theme 

of conflict, but with a particular focus on Romeo 

and Juliet, non-fiction texts and poetry on the 

theme. Students will explore how to focus on 

multiple meanings and take evidence from across 

a text. 

 

Literature essay on 

an extract from the 

play. 

 

Newspaper report. 

Talk to your student through the year about what they are studying in 

English and ask them questions about what they are learning. Remind 

your students to use PETAL when answering essay questions and to 

remember to focus on particular techniques and/ or language choices 

used.  

April-July 

We will be looking at discrimination and prejudice 

with a focus on either To Kill a Mockingbird, 

Noughts and Crosses or Of Mice and Men. 

We will be focusing on skills such as inference and 

deduction, selecting quotations, analysing lan-

guage choices and using contextual knowledge to 

show deeper understanding of texts. 

Language based 

questions. 

 

Literature essay. 

 

Encourage your child to research and read around issues of discrimi-

nation in the media and literature to aid their understanding of the 

texts. 

The most important thing when answering an essay question is to use 

PEEL: Point, Evidence, Explain. Help your student to practice writing 

PEE paragraphs when they read at home. 



Subject: French 

What will we cover this year?  Bonjour! Students have learnt a huge amount so far and have shown that they are developing 

into outstanding linguists! In Year 9, they will continue to learn new topics and new vocabulary, including: spending time online, 

hobbies & sports, TV & film, role models; and the imperfect and simple future tenses. Students will recap all the major gram-

matical structures from Years 7 & 8 throughout the year so that by July they are developing fluency and confidence in using lots 

of different vocabulary and tenses. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

What can I do to help?  

Sept:  

Reading Assessment—Year 9 

learning so far 

Reading/

Grammar/

Translation 

Encourage students to use their Year 9 vocab/grammar booklet given to them at the 

start of the year to revise the key grammar. Students should use a range of revision 

techniques so at home you could encourage them to be carry these out.  

Oct: 

Listening Assessment—Going 

online/hobbies/role models 

Listening Assess-

ment 

During class, students will carry out a short listening assessment. They key to doing 

well in these assessments is to listen to and hear as much French as possible leading 

up to the test. Encourage students to listen to French songs on YouTube or to watch 

films in French. Students could also try complete some practice questions on the This 

is Language website. 

Dec:   

Speaking 

Speaking Assess-

ment 

(Picture-based 

task/Role Play/

Questions) 

If you feel confident you could try and have simple conversations with the students 

asking them ‘Who do you admire?’, or ‘What do you do during your free time?’ and 

then ask them to respond (in French). Students should still revise their vocabulary but 

they should also try to listen to as much French as possible, so the things mentioned 

for the listening assessment will be applicable here. 

January: 

Reading Listening 

Reading/

Translation As-

sessment 

Listening Assess-

ment 

Some responses here will be written in French so students will really need to focus on 

learning the spellings of their vocabulary. You can help by ensuring they are doing 

this at home. They could also go to the LRC and pick up some of the French maga-

zines and practise reading during break/lunch-times and then talk to you about what 

they have read. 

March:  

This assessment also covers eve-

rything from the year so far but 

will have a focus on using the 

perfect, conditional and future 

tenses. 

Writing Assess-

ment 

Encourage students to play language games on the internet so that they can recap 

the language. Students should be encouraged to revise using the strategies taught to 

them in Year 9 (Look, cover, write check; write paragraphs with no notes; use books 

to write paragraphs but under timed conditions; flashcards; ask a partner/family 

member to test them on key grammar/vocab).  

June/July: End of year exam 

An exam focusing on all topics 

taught this year across all four 

skills 

Reading/

Listening/

Writing/

Translation/

Speaking Assess-

ment 

Encourage students to look through their books and previous assessments. It would 

be very helpful for students to create flashcards and mind-maps on the topics/

vocabulary they have learnt this year. The more students try to recall vocab from 

memory (by recreating mind-maps) and the more they put themselves in the test 

conditions the easier the test will be. Students should try to write short paragraphs in 

timed conditions (5 minutes) on a variety of topics. This will show them which topics 

they need to revise in more detail but will also show them what kind of mistakes they 

are making after they have gone back over their work and checked it. At home you 

could encourage students to carry out these strategies. 



Subject: Geography 

What will we cover this year? 

The topics have been chosen to build on the major concepts that have been taught in Years 7 and 8 and to prepare them with the 
knowledge, skills and understanding to learn about the people, places and world around us and also for GCSE geography.  

Geographical skills continue throughout the whole year encompassing map skills, decision making activities and graphicacy. 

We then move on to pure physical geography . Firstly we study tectonic hazards , then later in the Summer term we cover Ecosystems , 
Tropical Rainforests and Cold Environments. 

The human topics we cover are climate change, and economic geography. 

The Year 9 field trip experience will be based in the local area. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ 
key knowledge: 

Assessment style: “What can  I do to help?” 

Autumn Term 1  

What is Develop-
ment? 

 

29 mark mini GCSE style paper. Short 
questions with marks ranging from 1 
mark to 6 marks.  

 

Access the “Learning to Revise” document on our website or 
on Bromcom.  

Encourage revision time  - short bursts of targeted learning . 

Test using class book. 

www.coolgeography.co.uk › AQA  

Particular focus on development indicators, the Demographical 
transition Model and the causes and consequences of the De-
velopment Gap in the world. 

Autumn Term 2  

Natural hazards —
Plate tectonics. 

 

Essay—Why do people choose to live in 
tectonically active areas of the world? 

Mini Test on  key words and their mean-
ings. 

There is a huge amount of new vocabulary in this section so 
any encouragement in key terms would be greatly appreciat-
ed.  

Test spellings and glossary of key words. 

BBC Bitesize have a fabulous KS3 section on Geography and in 
particular tectonic hazards. 

Disaster geography is always popular so independent research 
on tectonic hazards would be useful—earthquakes, volcanoes, 
tsunamis. You tube clips are also a great way to see these haz-
ards in real life.  

www.emsc-csem.org    This site shows a day by day account of 
earthquakes as they happen. 

Spring Term 1  

Exploring Nigeria 

 

Assessment – Practice with a 9 mark 
question using this case study and eval-
uating a topic.  

Encourage independent research on Nigeria under these head-
ings: 

The international role of Nigeria, conflicts in Nigeria and how 
has oil helped Nigeria` s economy. 

Spring Term 2  

Changing Climates 

Mini test on the understanding and 
meaning of multiple specialist terms in 
this unit. 

Encourage students to look at the news for examples of cli-
mate change around the world.  

Summer Term 1 

The Living World 

Tropical Rainforests 

 

The assessment here will be a decision 
making exercise on how Brazil can sus-
tainably use it`s natural resources. “Cut 
down or not to cut down the Amazon 
Rainforest”. 

Big topic discussions are always useful here with your child. 
There is lots of information on the internet about chopping 
down Tropical Rainforests and the amount of plastic polluting 
our oceans at the moment. 

Summer Term 2  

Cold Environments. 

There will be an end of year test styled 
to look like a mini GCSE style questions. 

 

Help with revision would be appreciated— students will be 
revising from their class books so strategies and tips to recount 
information would be very useful. 



Subject: History 

What will we cover this year? 

During Year 9 pupils strengthen the key skills vital to studying History. We use a topic based approach to develop the pupils’ 

understanding of the chronology of British and World History and answer Historical enquiries about the past. Pupils investi-

gate cause, consequence, change and continuity within British society and the significance of key international historical 

events such as the impact of  the Holocaust, conflict in the Middle East, the Vietnam War and the Cold War. The investigation 

of these topics enables students to begin to examine the foundation of British culture and the cultural, ethnic and religious 

diversity that is evident in Britain’s heritage. It helps pupils to develop their understanding of the political and religious sys-

tems that we have in place today. Pupils examine sources and enhance their source skills as they develop their analytical and 

interpretation skills. At the core of each lesson is development of enabling students to effectively use evidence and communi-

cate about the past.  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

“What can  I do to help?” 

Sept/ Oct:  

The Holocaust, what happens when good men 
do nothing?  

-Anti-Semitism in England in the 11th and 12th 
century 

-Why were medieval Jews persecuted? 

-Jews in 19th and 20th century Europe 

-Life for Jews in Nazi Germany 

-The story of Leon Greenman and his family 

-How were Nazis able to implement the Final 
Solution? 

-How did the Holocaust begin? 

-Jewish resistance against the Nazis 

-Jewish participation in the war against Hitler 

Source useful-
ness questions 

The Remind your students that when they look at sources 
they should think about : What can they infer from it?- 
What does the source tell them if they read between the 
lines? 

Remind your students when think about sources they 
should think: N. O. P. C = Nature- What type of source is it? 
How does this influence what is written/ displayed? Origin 
– Who made it and when? Purpose – Why was the source 
made? How far can it be trusted?   Content – What does it 
tell them?  

When explaining their opinion students need to use the 
connectives  ‘because… this meant that...this led to…’ to 
show explanation.  

Nov/Dec: 

 How did Word War Two shape the world?  

(Dunkirk, the Blitz, Pearl Harbour, the Grand 

Alliance, D-Day, Russia/ USSR attacking Berlin, 

atomic bomb,  the Peace conferences) 

Knowledge 

questions and 

a sources and 

interpreta-

tions skills 

section. 

It would be very helpful to discuss with your student how 

to use PEEL paragraphs to explain their ideas (See Sept/ Oct 

assessment.) 

Create flash cards about the  impact and significance of 

events during World War Two on the World–  how did the 

events affect relations between the different countries? 

How did events affect the power and  position of a country 

in the world?  

Jan/Feb: 

Great Britain: the land of opportunity for all? 

 Suffragette campaign 

 Women’s rights 

 Race relations 

 Gener right 

 Attitudes to Homosexuality 

  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

“What can  I do to help?” 

Sept/ Oct:  

The Holocaust, what happens when good men 
do nothing?  

-Anti-Semitism in England in the 11th and 12th 
century 

-Why were medieval Jews persecuted? 

-Jews in 19th and 20th century Europe 

-Life for Jews in Nazi Germany 

-The story of Leon Greenman and his family 

-How were Nazis able to implement the Final 
Solution? 

-How did the Holocaust begin? 

-Jewish resistance against the Nazis 

-Jewish participation in the war against Hitler 

Source useful-
ness questions 

The Remind your students that when they look at sources 
they should think about : What can they infer from it?- 
What does the source tell them if they read between the 
lines? 

Remind your students when think about sources they 
should think: N. O. P. C = Nature- What type of source is it? 
How does this influence what is written/ displayed? Origin 
– Who made it and when? Purpose – Why was the source 
made? How far can it be trusted?   Content – What does it 
tell them?  

When explaining their opinion students need to use the 
connectives  ‘because… this meant that...this led to…’ to 
show explanation.  

Nov/Dec: 

 How did Word War Two shape the world?  

(Dunkirk, the Blitz, Pearl Harbour, the Grand 

Alliance, D-Day, Russia/ USSR attacking Berlin, 

atomic bomb,  the Peace conferences) 

Knowledge 

questions and 

a sources and 

interpreta-

tions skills 

section. 

It would be very helpful to discuss with your student how 

to use PEEL paragraphs to explain their ideas (See Sept/ Oct 

assessment.) 

Create flash cards about the  impact and significance of 

events during World War Two on the World–  how did the 

events affect relations between the different countries? 

How did events affect the power and  position of a country 

in the world?  

Jan/Feb: 

Great Britain: the land of opportunity for all? 

 Suffragette campaign 

 Women’s rights 

 Race relations 

 Gener right 

 Attitudes to Homosexuality 

Source Utility 

N.O.P.C. 

To explain 

attitudes to-

ward the 

suffragette 

campaign 

 Any additional reading around the subject 

 Relevant discussions and questions at home 

 Guidance to watch any relevant films/documentaries 



Subject: History Cont. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

“What can  I do to help?” 

March/April  

Why is the Middle East in the News so much?  

-Which countries are in the Middle East now?  

-The Ottoman Empire, why Arabs wanted in-
dependence & why Britain 
broke it’s promise to give it.  

-Role of the Ottoman Empire in WWI.  

-The Balfour Declaration   

-What caused the Arab-Israeli War?  

-Why did the cold War cause conflict in 
the Middle East?   

-The Suez Crisis.  

-What cause the Iran-Iraq War?  

-What caused he First Gulf War?  

-What caused the ‘War on Terror’?  

-Consequences of the Second Gulf War.  

-What are the causes of conflict in the Middle 
East?  

Knowledge 
questions and a 
sources and 
interpretations 
skills section. 

The most important thing for writing a good essay is to re-
member to use PEEL paragraphs: 

Point– State your view -(One reason why) 

Evidence– Use some evidence to support your point- 
(because) 

Explanation– Explain how and why the evidence supports 
your point- (this meant that) 

Link– refer back to the question at the end of every para-
graph- (this led to) 

Talk to your student about what they have learned and cre-
ate flash cards about each heading.  

May/June: 

The Cold War? 

 Communism/capitalism– Cuban Missile 
Crisis 

 Division of Europe 

 Berlin Wall 

End of Year 
Exam 

Source infer-
ence 

Source utility 

Why was there 
a crisis over 
Cuba? 

 Any additional reading around the subject 

 Relevant discussions and questions at home 

 Guidance to watch any relevant films/documentaries 

June/July  

Why was the Vietnam war so controversial?  

-What is the difference between capitalism & 
communism?  

- The Red Scare/ Fear of Communism in USA   

-How was the USA drawn into the Vietnam 
War?  

-Who was involved in the Vietnam war  

-Tactics used by both sides  

-Use of chemical weapons  

-Reaction of the public  

-Opposition to the war  

-The Draft  

-Demonstrations against the war  

Interpretations The students will be given an interpretation by an historian 
and they have to argue if they agree with this statement or 
not. This is testing their ability to support their decision with 
evidence.   

Remind them to be confident in their choice and explain the 
significances of the evidence. Ask them about why the Vi-
etnam War was controversial and how it changed the world 
in the long and short term? 



July: End of year exam 

 

 

Knowledge 
questions and 
a sources and 
interpretations 
skills section. 

Talk to your student through the year about what they are 
studying in history and ask them questions about what they 
are learning. Remind your students when think about 
sources they should think: What can they infer? How can 
they evaluate source utility using N.O.P.C?  They also need 
too use PEEL paragraphs to explain their ideas (See Nov/ Dec 
assessment.) 

Subject: History Cont. 



Subject: Maths 

This year marks the beginning of our three year preparation for the AQA GCSE in Mathematics. All students will follow either 

the foundation or higher scheme of work depending on which tier is best suited to each individual child.  The mathematics 

GCSE is assessed using three papers  which are sat at the end of year 11(one non calculator and two calculator papers which 

all count equally towards the Mathematics GCSE), There is no coursework element of the GCSE. We will be preparing the stu-

dents for these examinations carefully using appropriate GCSE style resources and past paper materials as well as ensuring all 

areas of the content are taught over the next three years. Students will be regularly assessed and carefully monitored to en-

sure they are on track to achieve their potential. They will receive weekly homework to support their learning.  

 What will school be doing? What can I do to help?  

Sep-

Oct 

We will be covering the topics of basic number (including prime 

factorisation and its applications, the product rule for counting, 

approximation and estimation, angles and basic fractions and 

decimals. 

Students will be assessed with mini assessments and GCSE style 

questions to ensure they are progressing. 

Encourage your child to spend an appropriate amount of time on 
their homework—they do need to show all stages of their working 
out. A scientific calculator is very important as so much of their final 
GCSE is calculator based and they do need to know how to use their 
calculator correctly—the school can advise on a suitable model. 

It would be very helpful if you could encourage your child to revise 
their mathematics on a little and often basis. 

Nov

-

Dec 

We will be consolidating fractions and decimals and covering 

the important topic of percentages. We will begin to explore the 

statistics work in the data topic learning how to collect and in-

terpret data as well as basic techniques for analysing collected 

data. We will recap the number work from half term one 

Students will sit an end of term GCSE style examination 

It would be helpful if you could continue to support with homework 
and revision as well as take an interest in the work they are doing.  

Students should revise for their end of term examination—their 
mathematics books should be used for revision and we will provide 
a list of appropriate revision websites for them. 

Jan-

Feb 

We will revisit and recap the angles topic from the start of term 

and then build on this with studying the geometric topics of 

perimeter and area including circles. We will also work on scal-

ing and bearings 

Students will be assessed with mini assessments and GCSE style 

questions to ensure they are progressing. 

It would be helpful if you could continue to support with homework 
and revision as well as take an interest in the work they are doing.  

Students should revise and recap their work regularly—we will pro-
vide guidance and support. 

Mar This half term focuses on securing the basics of algebra includ-

ing expressions, equations, sequences and linear graphs.  

Students will sit an end of term GCSE style examination 

This is a challenging area of the curriculum for many students as 
they find the abstract nature of algebra more difficult to work with 
in many cases. Reassurance and reminders to seek help from their 
teachers if they are struggling would be immensely useful. 

Apr-

May 

This half term focuses on the important areas of ratio and pro-

portion and measures. Many of the topics taught in this unit link 

to real life—imperial and metric units of measure, working with 

recipes and thinking proportionally, using conversion graphs for 

exchange rate conversions, expressing quantities as ratios etc 

Students will be assessed with mini assessments and GCSE style 

questions to ensure they are progressing. 

It would be helpful if you could talk to your child and encourage 
them to link the mathematics taught to their everyday lives— 
changing recipes to serve eight people instead of six, mixing paint or 
concrete, foreign money and exchange rates, the concept of dis-
tance, volume and weight and when they might be used as well as 
support with homework 

Jun-

Jul 

We will look at transformations and the mathematics of two and 

three dimensional shapes and the relationships between them. 

We will also be recapping the work covered this year and pre-

paring the students for their end of year GCSE style examination 

Any support with revision would be appreciated. Please encourage 
your child to identify areas of weakness (we will support with his) 
and encourage them to focus their revision of the areas of mathe-
matics that they find more challenging rather than the content that 
they re good at! 



Subject: Music 

Music assessments will take place throughout the year with performing, composing and appraising music 

being a regular part of lessons.  Students will undertake at least 6 main topics throughout the year with 

each topic being assessed practically (through a performance or composition).  Assessments may also take 

the form of a listening or evaluation task which will be completed usually towards the middle or end of a 

topic. 

Students will often be encouraged to work as an ensemble and develop independent group learning skills 

alongside their solo work. To support their learning and preparation for assessments students, where pos-

sible, should practice their parts within performances alongside revising and revisiting key vocabulary and 

the main musical elements: rhythm, dynamics, tempo, structure, melody, harmony and instrumentation. 

Date: 

Assessment topic 

key knowledge: Assessment  

Sept/ Oct 

Band Instrumental 

Skills 

Students will learn to play both chords and melodies on band in-

struments begin to further develop ensemble playing.  Students 

will explore visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learning styles and 

choose an approach to learn their chosen instrument to              

performance standard. 

Students explore different 

methods  and approaches use 

by pop musicians to learn 

band instruments. They will 

develop ensemble skills  

through learning their own 

chosen repertoire. 

Nov/ Dec 

Rap/Hip Hop Music 

Students will  learn about the history and origins of rap music and 

understand the cultural context behind its development. Students 

will explore different rap styles and  their unique characteristics. 

Through the use of technology student will  write and create their 

own rap/hip hop track from scratch. 

Writing a rap lyrics and cre-

ating  sequences loops, melo-

dies and instrumental sounds 

typical of rap and hip hop mu-

sic 

Jan/Feb 

Music Technology Project 

Students will learn more about the use of music technology to 

create, alter and manipulate sound. They will learn to use a se-

quencing software to compose music whilst exploring techniques 

such as sampling, mixing, effects, panning, etc 

Describe, explain and evaluate 

the various processes used on 

Cubase such as panning, vol-

ume, using effects and pro-

cesses, etc. 

March/ April 

Film Music 

We will analyse the music for many film genres in this topic and 
discuss what makes music so effective in film and the impact this 
has on an audience.  

Students will write a short 
musical extract to accompany 
a scene from a film clip. This 
may/may not be a music tech-
nology task.  

May/June 

Music Fusion 

Students will listen to, analyse and understand the features and 

characteristic of various musical style which have been fused to-

gether.  

Analyse the fusion of different 

musical styles and with the 

use of instruments or technol-

ogy create a musical fusion 

June/July 

Solo Performance Skills—

My Concert Programme 

This will be the final topic of the year and will provide students 

with the chance to enhance their skills through experiencing a 

range of different topics and instruments. 

Working on any instrument of 

their choice, including voice, 

students will choose, learn, 

and perform their own con-

cert programme. 



Subject: PD 

What will we cover this year? 

PD covers a range of topics that help to equip your child with life skills and prepare them for life in a modern society.  

We will start the year by completing a unit on drugs: categorising both legal and illegal drugs and looking at the consequences 

of drug addiction. We then move to citizenship, where students focus on what an active citizen is and how individuals can 

make a difference. The next unit is on mental wellbeing. Focussing on different mental health issues including stress, anxiety, 

depression and eating disorders. This is followed by a unit on positive and negative relationships in real life and online. We go 

to look at sexual relationships and sexual health, including consent, contraception and STIs. The final unit is on value for mon-

ey where students will develop critical consumer skills.  

Student progress will be assessed through student self-audits of knowledge and skills and a teacher judgement based on 

classwork and contributions to class discussions. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 
knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help? 

Sept/Oct: 

Drugs 

Mind map at start and end of 
topic 

Remind students that Personal Development is about under-
standing other people’s views and therefore there is often no 
“correct” answer. Instead students are assessed on how well 
they explain their ideas. Students will need to describe their 
own opinion, compare views, make informed contributions to 
debates, respect the views of others and understand that 
things can be fair or unfair in different situations. Parents can 
help develop all these attributes at home. 
  
  
Students are assessed on how well they use subject specific 
words/phrases and evidence to support their answers. Talk to 
students about what they have learnt so far in PD. Mind maps 
are useful to summarise information. You can also test stu-
dents on the key words and their meanings. 
  
  
Students can extend their knowledge and understanding by 
looking at current affairs, encourage your child to watch TV 
News programmes even if it is just the main headlines, and 
researching topics through YouTube clips, safe online searches 
and talking to parents, Uncles, Aunts and Grandparents. 

Nov/Dec: 

Citizenship 

Active Citizenship Project 

Jan/Feb: 

Mental Wellbeing 

Information Leaflet/ Cam-
paign Poster 

Mar/Apr: 

Relationships 

Extended Writing 

Apr/May: 

Sexual Relationships and 
Sexual Health 
  

Problem Page 

Jun/Jul: 

Money Matters/Finance 

Money/Consumer Scenarios 



Subject: Physical Education  

What will we cover this year?  

Within Physical Education students will gain a better appreciation and understanding of general exercise and de-

velop a healthy sense of competition during the games played. Students will learn in an environment that is en-

couraging and mutually respectful as each participant learns about his or her individual strengths and how to grow 

areas of weakness. 

The first half term will start with a healthy active lifestyles unit; this will focus on developing the understanding 

around various training methods and include theory content in preparation for KS4 option choices. Topics include; 

diet and nutrition, bones, joints and muscles.  

Students will have the opportunity in Y9 to lead coaching sessions and officiate to gain confidence and further 

knowledge of the sports.  

Half term PE Focus Assessment style: What can I do to help? Parental Support… 

September – October 
Healthy Active Lifestyles Boys 
& Girls 
Football Boys/Netball Girls 

Diagnostic assess-
ment and a combi-
nation of Formative 
and Summative 
assessment 

  
Communication 
  
  
Encourage and support your child in their personal 
development of participation in physical activity and 
sport. 
  
If there is ever a concern, please contact the teacher 
directly so that they can discuss the issues with you. 
  
When the student is unable to participate in class, 
please be sure to provide a doctors note with de-
tailed information so that the teacher knows how to 
work with your child when they are able to return to 
activity. 
  

October – December 
Badminton Boys / Dance Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

January – February 
Rugby  Boys  / Trampoline 
Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

February – April 
Handball & Trampoline Boys / 
Trampoline & Football 
 

A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

April- May 
Tennis / Athletics Boys 
Athletics / Rounders & Cricket 
Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 
  

May – July 
Softball & Cricket / Athletics 
Boys 
Athletics / Tennis Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 

  
Inter-form/house Competitions will take place once a term: September, February and May. Sports day 
will be hosted in the summer term. 
  
Extra-Curricular Clubs are a fantastic way for students to try new sports and make new friends! The 
programme will change each half term and will be advertised in lessons, form time and around the school. 
Clubs will be active at lunchtime and afterschool; students will be inducted in their first PE lesson with what is 
on offer for this half term. Parental consent will be required for fixtures afterschool; your son/daughter will be 
notified. Being part of a team develops positive relationships with peers in addition to valuable skill development 
in:  leadership, teamwork and communication. 
  
  
  



Subject: RE 

What will we cover this year?  Students will build on from prior knowledge gained in year 7 and 8. They begin with looking at 

the use of the death penalty and religious views towards it. This feeds into the topic on violence and religion as they will have 

studied some religious views on the use of violence for justice. For the 3rd topic, year 9 will compare and contrast 5-6 ‘smaller’ 

faiths and non-religious worldviews to broaden their knowledge on the religious and non-religious make-up of the UK. They 

will then look at two philsoophy and ethics topics intended to encourage them to think deeper about their own opinions on 

big questions such as: ‘what is the problem of evil and does it disprove God’s existence?’ and ‘how do we live a good life?’. 

The final topic of the year rounds off all of the knowledge gained about religion and philosophy by looking at ancient religions 

and the practices and beliefs which were part of them. Students will critically analyse the belief systems of these religions and 

compare them to the current major world religions. 

Date: 
Assessment top-
ic/ key 
knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help? 

Sept-Oct 
  
Is the Death Pen-

alty Acceptable? 

Judgement based on 

classwork 

This topic has a focus on crime, punishment and the use of the death penalty. 
We look at the history of the death penalty in the UK and the use of it around 
the world. Students will need to develop their own opinion on the use of the 
death penalty as a punishment and be able to support their opinion with rea-
soned arguments and evidence. Discussion of these issues at home with stu-
dents would be beneficial to help develop their analytical skills. Further to this, 
keeping an eye on the news (especially in the US) with the changing mood to-
wards the death penalty will help them stay up-to-date with the most recent 
breakthroughs. 

Nov-Dec 
  
Does Religion 

allow Violence? 

Short answer ques-

tions with one longer 

answer evaluative 

style question 

During this topic we look at the history of religion and violence, trying to deter-
mine how much of a factor religion is within war. We look primarily at Christian-
ity (e.g. crusades, spanish inquisition), the Holocaust, and terrorism to see the 
different roles that religion has but also more widely looking at the ethics of war 
and violence. 

Jan-Feb 
  
What do other 

faiths and non-

religious 

worldviews show 

us about the UK? 

Judgement based on 

classwork 

Students will be studying religions such as: Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Jedi and other minority faiths as well as non-religious worldviews such as Hu-
manism to investigate what the religious make-up of the country is. They will 
study the beliefs and practices of these worldviews and compare them to the 
main 6 religions that we study in year 7 and 8. This topic will entail discussion 
and debate. 

March-April 
  
What is a Good 

Life? 

Short answer ques-

tions with one longer 

answer evaluative 

style question 

This topic is based on looking at ethical theories on how we live a ‘good’ life and 
what that is. We will examine what ethicists and philosophers argue and com-
pare these points with worldviews such as Humanism and religious views such 
as Christianity. Students will look at the similarities and differences between all 
of these to see if there is a common opinion on what a ‘good’ life is. BBC 
Bitesize has some good units on ethics and what is meant by ‘good’. 

April-May 
  
Does Evil dis-

prove the exist-

ence of God? 

Short answer ques-
tions with one longer 
answer evaluative 
style question 

This is a philosophy topic where we will study the ‘problem of evil’ and examine 
relgious responses to this and look at what philosophers argue. Students will 
debate with each other in a structured way to try to put themselves in the 
shoes of others and be able to give viewpoints from multiple backgrounds. Dis-
cussing these topics at home with the students will help them to develop the 
evaluative skills needed for the assessment. 

June-July 
  
What do Ancient 

Religions have in 

common with the 

major world reli-

gions of today? 

Judgement based on 
classwork 

During this topic we will look at 3 ancient religions: ancient egypt, ancient greek 
and ancient mesopotamian. Students will look at the belief in gods, afterlife and 
practices such as worship. They will  use the knowledge gained from year 7 and 
8 to compare these religions to beliefs and practices within the major six world 
religions. Using the British Museum for resources/research and online tours 
would be beneficial for students to dig deeper into the rich history of these reli-
gions and cultures. 



Subject: Science 

What will we cover this year?  Students will follow a Key Stage 3 course which thoroughly prepares students for the 

upcoming rigours of GCSE Science. Throughout the course, practical-based activities will form the backbone of the lesson con-

tent. Students will quickly develop “Working Scientifically” skills, including planning experiments, taking measurements, han-

dling and displaying data, drawing relevant conclusions and evaluating reliability and accuracy. A well-balanced curriculum will 

ensure regular progress of understanding in key scientific principles, which will then be built upon when moving forward to 

future years. Teaching content is divided into five blocks of three topics, after which there will be a class assessment to ensure 

continual progress throughout the year. The topics covered in this year’s curriculum are shown below:   

What will school be do-

ing? 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Block 1 

Inheritance 

Energy Costs 

Metals and non-metals 

Block 2 

Work 

Earth’s climate 

Earth’s resources 

Block 3 

AQA GSE B1 Cell Biology 

Block 4 

AQA GCSE C1 Atomic Struc-

ture 

Block 5 

AQA GCSE P1 Energy 

 

 

Block Examinations: 

w/b 1 November 

 

 

 

w/b 10 January 

 

 

w/b 28 February 

 

w/b 19 April 

 

 

w/b 6 June 

 

End of year examination 

Encourage students to top up their 
knowledge on BBC Bitesize revision 
tasks. 

 

Ask studnets to show you their per-
formance on Educake activities. 

 

Discuss their current learning on a 
regular basis and help test them 
when revising for topic assessments. 



Subject: Technology 

What will we cover this year? 

 Students will rotate three times within year 8 covering: Product Design, Food and Textiles.  

Projects include: Pewter cast product, Food and an E-Textile product. 

Each rotation is 12 weeks (12 lessons) and covers: research Skills, Design skills, Making skills 

Grades for all three aspects will contribute to a final assessment grade for the project. 

Rotations: 

Assessment topic/  

key knowledge: 

Assessment style: “What can  I do to help?” 

Product Design 

Pewter Casting 

Students will investigate a design movement that will inspire their 

design of a Pewter cast product (pendant, keyring or broach).  

The outcome will be a combination of CAD (Computer Aided 

Design) and workshop processes. 

Students are encouraged to design for a client rather than 

themselves and should focus on achieving a high quality finish.  

The product is produced within the workshop and the project will 

cover using the Pewter Casting Machine, Laser Cutter and Pillar drill. 

The use of hand tools including a junior hacksaw and metal file 

along with Wet and Dry paper and metal polish will finish the 

product off. 

When out shopping talk about target 

markets and discuss who a product might 

be aimed at and why.  

Discuss if products are modern or 

traditional for example, and talk about 

the materials that have been used in their 

manufacture. 

The use of www.technologystudent.com 

will be a good place to look for 

homework support. Go to ‘new D&T 

GCSE’ section of the website.  

Food 

 

During year 8 students will learn about staple foods and use these 

in their practical lessons. They will make a range of products 

including bread, fresh pasta, risotto and scones. These will allow for 

the development of some of the skills learned in year 7.  

We will also cover some of the environmental issues in food 

production and the science behind bread making. 

Encourage students to assist in the 

kitchen with everything from washing up 

to weighing ingredients. When shopping 

discuss the different varieties of foods on 

offer and where these come from. Try to 

encourage independence in the kitchen 

and ideally allow students to make the 

recipes again at home to promote skills. 

Textiles 

E-Textiles 

This project uses Mind, the mental health charity as the client. The 

target market is children aged 5-12 years old. 

Students will produce one of two possible outcomes to satisfy the 

design brief. Either a cushion or a soft toy. 

The product must include a pocket with a light feature. Students 

will hand sew, using conductive thread and an LED PCB. The pocket 

must include the reverse appliqué technique and encompass a 

suitable theme of their choice. 

Students are based within the textiles room and have access to a 

range of materials and the use of the sewing machines. 

Building on last years techniques 

students will produce a reverse appliqué, 

also known as a Mola. 

Encouraging hand sewing or the use of a 

sewing machine at home will improve 

confidence, technique and understanding 

of processes. 

www.technologystudent.com. Go to ‘new 

D&T GCSE’ and around half way down is a 

section on Textiles. 



Thank you for your support. 

 

The Hampton Gardens Team. 


